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AMENDMENT #001 to SOLICITATION #T6018-120011/A

The purpose of this amendment is to address questions or concerns raised during the solicitation period
thus far.

1. QUESTION:  
We are confident that our offering can meet or exceed each of the technical requirements as
shown in Appendix A.

However, I noticed that in the solicitation, Part 6, Paragraph 2.1 it states:

2.1   No Substitute Products
Bidders must provide products that are of the same description, brand name,
model and/or part number as detailed in the item description of the bid
solicitation. Bidders are advised that substitute products will not be considered.

It would appear that this clause would not allow us to quote a substitute product, even though our
offering may be superior and from a Canadian company.

Could you kindly clarify this requirement as it would also seem to conflict with the need for the
Technical compliance matrix in Appendix A.

ANSWER:
Equivalent products will be acceptable.

DELETE: Clause 2.1   No Substitute Products from Part 6 in it's entirety.

INSERT: In Part 6, Clause 2.1 EQUIVALENT PRODUCTS

1. Products that are equivalent in form, fit, function and quality to the item(s)
specified in the bid solicitation will be considered where the Bidder: 

a. designates the brand name, model and/or part number of the substitute
product;

b. states that the substitute product is fully interchangeable with the item
specified;

c. provides complete specifications and descriptive literature for each
substitute product;

d. provides compliance statements that include technical specifics showing
the substitute product meets all mandatory performance criteria that are
specified in the bid solicitation; and

e. clearly identifies those areas in the specifications and descriptive literature
that support the substitute product's compliance with any mandatory
performance criteria.

2. Products offered as equivalent in form, fit, function and quality will not be
considered if: 
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a. the bid fails to provide all the information requested to allow the
Contracting Authority to fully evaluate the equivalency of each substitute
product; or

b. the substitute product fails to meet or exceed the mandatory performance
criteria specified in the bid solicitation for that item.

3. In conducting its evaluation of the bids, Canada may, but will have no obligation to,
request bidders offering a substitute product to demonstrate, at the sole cost of
bidders, that the substitute product is equivalent to the item specified in the bid
solicitation.

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME
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