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Solicitation Amendment No. 002 is being issued to reflect the following:

A) Questions & Answers

-----------------------

A) Questions & Answers

Q1. Our vests are a gender neutral with different cut outs to allow for male and female figures. Both are
.84. What is the rationale in not allowing a .84? The weight difference is negligible (grams) from .78 and
would not be noticeable to the wearer or tester without instruments. 

A1. A mass of .78 lbs per square foot is what is currently being used in the standard CBSA protective
vests. Therefore, to ensure National consistency within the organization CBSA is not willing to accept an
increased mass. 

Q2. At Annex A, Section 4.2, Subsection 1.0 - This section details that the standard for the soft body
armour requested must be the NIJ 0101.04 and 2005 Interim Requirement for Level II Armour. The
document uses the NIJ as the benchmark for the level of protection for Canadian Border Services
Officers.

At this time the NIJ publishes a list of Compliant Models on their public website, 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/topics/technolgoy/body-armor/welcome.htm. The web site no longer publishes
the compliant models under NIJ 0101.04, introduced in June 2001. The web site, for reference by Law
Enforcement Agencies, also no longer recognizes the NIJ 0101.05, introduced in August 2005. The only
vests no listed by the NIJ are the NIJ 0101.06 introduced in July 2008. As stated in the NIJ 0101.06, it
supercedes both the NIJ 0101.04 and the Interim 0101.05 standard. The following is from the Forward of
the NIJ 06 Standard.

“Publication of this revision of the standard does not invalidate or render unsuitable anybody armor models
previously determined by NIJ to be compliant to either the NIJ 2005 Interim Requirements or the NIJ
Standard 0101.04 Rev. A Requirements. While it may not be necessary to remove these existing armors
from service, agencies are advised to always require their procurements to meet or exceed the most
recent and up-to-date version of this standard”.

The NIJ 0101.05 addressed short comings in the NIJ 0101.04 test standards. The NIJ 0101.05 Interim
Standard specified the maximum test size panels that could be submitted by vendors for Compliance
Testing. Test size panels had become larger and larger and did not reflect the acutal performance of
smaller sizes. The .05 also warmed the temperature of the clay backing to insure that the backface testing
to 44mm became even more difficult to pass than the NIJ 0101.04 backface test. Therefore, models sold
as .04 had the option of being tested to that NIJ 0101.05 and being compliant to the more current
standard in 2005.

Vendors who continued to sell the NIJ 0101.04 Compliant Models did so because their vest would not
pass the tougher NIJ 0101.05 Interim Standard. Even though the .05 test velocities remained the same as
the .04 the above two changes in .05 were just that significant.

The NIJ 0101.06 further addressed the issues of test panel sizes, biullet test round velocities, and
accelerated aging of armour to determine if well-worn armour would still be effective throughout the full
Manufacturer’s Warranty period (i.e. 5 years).
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The NIJ 0101.06 now identifies five panel sizes for testing to insure that officers of smaller build (than the
.04 and .05 test panel sizes submitted) would still be protected from ballistic threats, as the smaller vest
panel sizes had been found to not meet the ballistic testing of the larger .04 and .05 test panel sizes
submitted for compliance. We are concerned that the NIJ 0101.06 five test panel size criteria (C1-C5)
waived by your specifications of the NIJ 0101.04 Interim 2005 being acceptable; is detrimental to the
safety of the Canadian Border Servics Officers that will be wearing these vests.

Therefore, we request that the RFSO be amended to delete the reference to the NIJ 0101.04 with Interim
2005 and replaced with the NIJ 0101.06 Standard.

Q3. At Annex A, Section 4.2, Subsection 3.0 - The aerial density of the soft body armour must be .78 for
males and .88 for femals and be compliant with the NIJ 0101.04 Interim 2005. Significant advancements
in the 2006 Standard have producted more comfortable vest designs for female officers and such
technology achieves a .88 lbs. /sq. Ft. Aerial density. We request that reference to the NIJ 0101.04 with
Interim 2005 be deleted and replaced wtih the NIJ 0101.06 and an aerial density of .84 for males and .88
for females remain the same. 

Answer to Q2 and Q3.

CBSA’s current level of protection for all officers is a protective vest meeting the requirements of NIJ
0101.04, Interim 2005 requirements. At this time this will not change. All officers within CBSA are currently
wearing, and being issued protective vests certified to this standard. CBSA is actively working towards
writing a specification which will upgrade the ballistic requirements to the NIJ 0101.06 this will be part of a
new future requirement. At this time no amendments will be made. 
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