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This Solication Amendment is raised to add the following Question and Answer: 

1) Attachment 3, Solicitation Questions (Q) and Answers (A)

Insert: the following:

Q36: In the revised RFP, the requirement to report parameter limits as Practical Quantitation Limit
(PQL) has not changed.  As noted in an earlier question, this is an EPA concept and will require
the recalculation of laboratory limits for the RFP, since the current reporting limits will be based on
calculations specified by Canadian authorities.  As we review the literature, we find the term PQL
is vague and has no universal definition, so we would be pleased to receive from CSC their
definition of PQL and the calculation, so that laboratories can make the recalculation in
accordance with the expectations of CSC.

A36: The CSC used the EPA definition of Practical Quantitation Limit as referenced in several Health
Canada technical documents, such as the following found in the most recent Guidelines for
Canadian Drinking Water Quality: Guideline Technical Document - Chlorite and Chlorate:
“Practical quantitation limit: the lowest concentration of an analyte that can be reliably measured
within specified limits of precision and accuracy during routine laboratory operating conditions.  A
PQL may be determined either through the use of interlaboratory study data or, in the absence of
information, through the use of a multiplier of 5-10 times the MDL (U.S. EPA, 2003a).”  Laboratory
data obtained during accreditation or proficiency testing can be used in determining PQL values.

More information can be found in the following references:
1. U.S. EPA (Environmental Protection Agency). 2003. Analytical Feasibility Support Document

for the Six-Year Review of Existing National Primary Drinking Water Regulations
(Reassessment of Feasibility for Chemical Contaminants). Office of Ground Water and
Drinking Water, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC (EPA
815-R-03-003).  (ENGLISH ONLY);  and

2. Centre d’expertise en analyse environnementale du Québec. 2009.  Protocole pour la
validation d’une méthode d’analyse en chimie, DR-12-VMC, Québec, Centre d’expertise en
analyse environnementale du Québec, Édition courante.  (FRENCH ONLY).
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