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*Those sections most relevant to the review of development proposals include 32 and 35 of the Fisheries Act 
and sections 32, 33 and 58 of the Species at Risk Act.  For more information please visit www.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca. 
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Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada 

Pêches et Océans 
Canada 

 

228-417 2nd Ave West 
Prince Rupert, BC 
V8J 1G8 

Your file Votre référence 

February 8, 2012    
Our file Notre référence 

12-hpac-pa4-00033 
 
Warren Foster 
Transport Canada 
PO Box 439 
Sandspit, BC 
V0T 1T0 
 
 
Dear Mr. Warren Foster: 
 
 
Subject:  Proposal not likely to result in impacts to fish and fish habitat provided that 

additional mitigation measures are applied. 
 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Fish Habitat Management Program (DFO) received your 
proposal on February 8, 2012.   Please refer to the file number and title below: 
 

DFO File No.: 12-hpac-pa4-00033  
Title: Sandspit Airport Rip Rap Retrieval  

 
Your proposal has been reviewed to determine whether it is likely to result in impacts to 
fish and fish habitat which are prohibited by the habitat protection provisions of the 
Fisheries Act or those prohibitions of the Species at Risk Act that apply to aquatic 
species.* 
 
Our review consisted of:  

o Project Review Application Form submitted February 8, 2012. 
o Telephone conversation between Warren Foster (TC) and Darren Chow (DFO) on 

February 8, 2012. 
 
We understand that you propose to:  

o Retrieve rip rap armour rock, which has moved over the course of time due to 
storm activity, from below the high tide mark and re-install in within the original 
footprint of the armouring. 

o The project will occur within one tide change. 
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To reduce potential impacts to fish and fish habitat we are recommending the following 
mitigation measures be included into your plans:  

o No refuelling of equipment to occur within 25 metres of the high water mark. 
o All equipment operating within the 20 metres of the high water mark and below 

are to be clean and free of dirt, debris or hydrocarbons and are to be inspected 
prior to entering this zone. 

o A spill kit is to be on site and readily available in the event that a hydrocarbon 
spill occurs. 

o Access to the site should be kept to one identified access lane in order to protect 
riparian vegetation. 

o Common traffic lanes should be employed when retrieving and replacing rip rap 
in order to minimize beach disturbance.   

o When retrieving rip rap avoid leaving void areas which may strand fish. 
 
Provided that the additional mitigation measures described above are incorporated into 
your plans, DFO has concluded that your proposal is not likely to result in impacts to fish 
and fish habitat. 
 
You will not need to obtain a formal approval from DFO in order to proceed with your 
proposal. 
 
Please notify this office at least 10 days before starting the work.  A copy of this letter 
should be kept on site while the work is in progress.  
 
If the plans have changed or if the description of your proposal is incomplete you should 
contact this office to determine if the advice in this letter still applies. 
 
Please be advised that any impacts to fish and fish habitat which result from a failure to 
implement this proposal as described could lead to corrective action such as enforcement. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Ian Bergsma at our Prince Rupert office at 250-
627-3080, by fax at 250-627-3480, or by email at Ian.Bergsma@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Ian Bergsma 
A/Habitat Management Biologist 
 
 
 
cc: Joy Hillier, DFO-EMB Section Head 
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Is this a “Building Canada” federally funded infrastructure project?

Is the work or undertaking proposed in response to an emergency as defined by DFO?

Does the project: 

•	Have any components within 30 m of the high water mark of a watercourse or water body?

•	Require removal of vegetation within 30 m of the high water mark of a watercourse or water body?

•	Have downstream impacts on water quality or water quantity?

Does the project involve in-water works (below the high water mark)?

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Pacific Region

To determine whether you should complete this form,  follow the steps on DFO’s Working Near Water website (www.pac.dfo- mpo.gc.ca/habitat/know-
savoir-eng.htm). For instructions on how to complete and submit this form, refer to the  Directions (www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/habitat/steps/praf/guide-eng.
htm)  or click on the number  links on the left.  Forms  will not be processed unless all fields are  properly completed as described in the directions.
 Where additional information is provided in  attached documents,  you must include  an appropriate summary in the space provided on the form. 
Please note that it is your responsibility to understand and comply with other jurisdictions and regulations applicable to your project. 

Project Summary

Application Form Type (select only one type):

Project Title:

DFO Receive Date:

DFO Sub-Area Office:

Path #:

ADM:

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
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Name of proponent:

Contact name:

Mailing address:

City/Town:

Contact Information for Proponent, Contractor and Consultant

Province/Territory:

Postal code:

Tel no.:

Fax no.:

Email:

Notification to DFO.  Please notify DFO 10 business days before starting your work. DFO does not typically respond to Notifications. 

Request for Project Review
Have you attached “Additional Information to Support a Project Review”?

Request for a Fisheries Act Authorization?
Have you attached “Additional Information for a Fisheries Act Authorization”?

Submission of this form serves as a Subsection 58(1) Schedule VI Fishery (General) Regulations ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ
Yes No

Yes No

Is the Proponent the primary contact for this project?

If no, please enter information for the primary contact in the space below:

Name of contractor/consultant:

Contact name:

Mailing address:

City/Town:

Province/Territory:

Postal code:

Tel no.:

Fax no.:

Email:

Select type of additional contact:		  Contractor		  Consultant

FOR DFO OFFICE USE ONLY
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What is the type of watercourse or water body that you plan to work in or near?

Freshwater:				    Stream				    Lake			   Wetland 

					     River mainstem			   Pond 

					     Active floodplain			  Reservoir

Coastal and Marine:			   Exposed coastline		  Cove			   Mud flat 

					     Salt marsh		      	 Bay			   Beach

Other:					     Estuary

DFO sub-area:

Name of nearest community:

Municipality or District:					     Province/Territory:

Address or legal description: 
 
 

Name of watershed:

Name of watercourse(s) or water body(ies) likely to be affected:

Map coordinates of the proposed development:

	 	     Latitude		                	 	 N           or          UTM zone            ;	                       Easting	               Northing	
	  Longitude		 	 	 W	 	

Brief directions to access the proposed project site:  (limit of 240 characters)

Location of Proposed Development

Description of the Aquatic Environment
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For projects proposed in British Columbia:

Have you made a submission under BC Water Act?

	 		 If yes, please indicate the type and provide the file number:

				   Section 9 Notification - Tracking #:

				   Section 9 Approval - Water File #:

				   Water License - Water File #:

Does the British Columbia Riparian Areas Regulation apply to this project?

	 		 If yes, are you requesting a variance?	 File #:

For projects proposed in Yukon:

Have you submitted a project application to Yukon Environmental and Socio-Economic 
Assessment Board?

	 		 If yes, please provide the YESAB project number:

Other Permitting Processes

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

5

6

7

8
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Include representative photos of affected area and clearly mark the location of proposed activities.

Have you attached photos?

For freshwater, what fish species are known to be present at or near your project?

								        Salmon (anadromous only)	   	  Other

Are any aquatic species likely present at the project site that are:

Listed under the federal Species at Risk Act?

 under the	British Columbia Wildlife Act?

Listed under the Yukon Wildlife Act?

If yes, list the species:

Briefly describe the biological and physical characteristics of the proposed project site.  (limit of 800 characters) 
(Channel width, type and flow, tides, water depth, substrate type and density, aquatic and riparian vegetation type and density)

Yes No

Yes No Uncertain

Yes No Uncertain

Yes No Uncertain

Description of the Aquatic Environment (continued)

With which industry is your project associated?

Description of the Proposed Development

Agriculture

Aquaculture

Commercial fishing

Conservation/restoration

Forestry

Industrial/commercial

Military/security

Mining

Oil and gas

Power generation

Private residential

Transportation

Urban and rural development

Other:

9

10

11

12

13
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How are you planning to do it?  Briefly describe the construction materials, methods and equipment that you plan to use.  
(limit of 400 characters)

Have you considered and incorporated all best practices and mitigation measures recom-
mended in relevant guidelines to avoid negative impacts to fish and fish habitat?

If yes, include a description in

Yes No

Description of the Proposed Development (continued)

Include a site plan (figure/drawing) showing all project components in and near water.

Are details attached?

Implementation schedule and proposed project timing:

What is the start and end date for the proposed project:	 	 	 	      to

What is the schedule of all proposed work activities?  (limit of haracters)

Yes No

YYYY/MM/DD YYYY/MM/DD

15

21

16

17

Will you follow the appropriate Timing Windows for all activities below the High Water mark?

If no, why not?  (limit of haracters)
Yes No

18

What are you planning to do?  Briefly describe all the project components you are proposing in or near water. 
(limit of 400 characters)

Have you considered and incorporated all options for redesigning and relocating your 
project to avoid negative impacts to fish and fish habitat?

If yes, include in description.

14

Yes No
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Will you be withdrawing or discharging water?

If	so,	identify	your	water	source	and	describe	the	volume	and	rates. (limit	of	400	characters)

I,         (print name) certify that the information given on this form is to the 
best of my knowledge correct and completed.

                        
         Date (YYYY/MM/DD)

Information about the above-noted proposed work or undertaking is collected by DFO under the authority of the Fisher-
ies	Act for the purpose of administering the fish habitat protection provisions of the Fisheries	Act. Personal information 
will be protected under the provisions of the Privacy	Act and will be stored in the Personal Information Bank number 
DFO PPU 080. Under the provisions of the Privacy	Act, individuals have a right to, and on request shall be given access 
to any personal information about them contained in a personal information bank. Instructions for obtaining personal 
information are contained in the Government of Canada’s Info Source publications available at www.infosource.gc.ca 
or in Government of Canada offices. Information other than “personal” information may be accessible or protected as 
required by the provision of the Access	to	Information	Act.

22

Description of the Proposed Development	(continued)

Description of the Proposed Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Measures

Outline all the measures and practices that you will apply to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the aquatic 
environment. ,ÉÓÔ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ Operational Statements and/or Best Management Practices. (limit	of	900	characters)

21

20 Yes No

Indicate the extent of the area (in square metres) that your project will affect in and/or near water. 
Identify if areas would be temporarily and/or permanently affected.  (limit	of	400	characters)

19
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	ApplicationType: Notification
	ApplicationType_ProjReview: Yes
	ApplicationType_AuthAddInfo: No
	ProjectTitle: Sandspit Aiport Foreshore Erosion Protection
	ProjectSummary_BuildingCanada: 2
	ProjectSummary_Emergency: No
	ProjectSummary_Within30: Yes
	ProjectSummary_RemoveVeg: No
	ProjectSummary_Impacts: No
	ProjectSummary_InWater: Yes
	Contact1Name: Tranpsport Canada
	Contact1Address: 620 - 800 Burrard St
	Contact1City: Vancouver
	Contact1PostalCode: V6Z 2J8
	Contact1Primary: Yes
	Contact2Name: 
	Contact2Address: 
	Contact2City: 
	Contact2Type: Off
	Contact1Province: British Columbia
	Contact1Contact: Karen Hall
	Contact1Telephone: 604-666-5382
	Extension1: 
	Contact1Fax: 
	Contact1Email: karen.hall@tc.gc.ca
	Contact2Province: 
	Contact2PostalCode: 
	Contact2Contact: 
	Contact2Telephone: 
	Extension2: 
	Contact2Fax: 
	Contact2Email: 
	DFOsubarea: North Coast
	NearestCommunity: Sandspit
	Municipality: Sandspit
	Province: BC
	Watershed: Pacific Ocean
	Watercourse: Shingle Bay/Hecate Strait
	Latitude: 53 15 15
	UTMzone: 
	UTMeasting: 
	UTMnorthing: 
	Address: Sandspit Airport
P.O. BOX 439 Sandspit, B.C. V0T 1T0 
	Longitude: 131 48 50
	DirectionsSite: The project site can be accessed via security escort, airside at the Sandspit Airport.  The foreshore can be accessed if you walk along the beach from the Sandspit Public Port Facility.
	PermittingBCWaterAct: No
	PermittingBCRiparian: No
	PermittingVariance: Off
	Section9NotificationNumber: 
	Section9ApprovalNumber: 
	WaterLicenseNumber: 
	WaterActType: Off
	VarianceNumber: 
	PermittingYESAB: Off
	PermittingYESABnumber: 
	Freshwater1: Off
	Freshwater2: Off
	Freshwater3: Off
	Freshwater4: Off
	Freshwater5: Off
	Freshwater6: Off
	Freshwater7: Off
	Coastal1: Off
	Coastal2: Off
	Coastal3: Off
	Coastal4: Off
	Coastal5: Exposed coastline
	Coastal6: Off
	Other1: Off
	ProjectCharacteristics: The runway is situated such that it spans across the ‘spit’ and as such, the Runway 12 approach is situated over open coastal waters at the North end of the spit.  The beach fronting the spit is under constant wave action and has no established vegetation.  Pictures attached.

The intertidal zones of Shingle Bay, adjacent to where the project will occur,  are known to have both eel grass beds  which provide a food source for over-wintering brant and spawning habitat for pacific herring.   
	AttachedPhotos: Yes
	FishSpecies1: Off
	FishSpecies3: Off
	ListedSpeciesAtRisk: No
	ListedBCWildlife: Off
	ListedYukonWildlife: Off
	ListedSpecies: 
	Industry1: Off
	Industry2: Off
	Industry3: Off
	Industry4: Off
	Industry5: Off
	Industry14: Off
	Industry6: Off
	Industry7: Off
	Industry8: Off
	Industry9: Off
	Industry10: Off
	Industry11: Off
	Industry12: Transportation
	Industry13: Off
	IndustryOther: 
	ConsideredOptions: Yes
	ProjectComponents: This project will involve the reconfiguration of approximately 250 linear metres of shoreline rip rap which protects the north end of Runway 12 at the Sandspit Airport.    In order to create stability and strength, Transport Canada will be required to build the revetment into the foreshore.
	ConsideredGuidelines: Yes
	ConstructionPlan: Excavation will be required on existing airport land to a distance of approximately  20 metres into the foreshore, to a maximum depth of 1.6 metres at the toe of the revetment.  
Work will be accomplished using an excavator during low tides   
All equipment will be removed from the beach during high tides.  
Depending on tendering process, it is expected the rip rap will be locally sourced
	AttachedSitePlan: Yes
	Schedule: The project will be tendered through the Public Works and Government Services Canada in the new fiscal (April 2013).  To minimize disruption to project activity, due to summer air traffic, Transport Canada will be asking contractors to start in September.  Work will be completed during low tides.
	FollowTimingWindowsWhyNot: Transport Canada is hoping to take advantage of the low tides in September to ensure the tide does not impact the work and that equipment is not working in the wet.  Equipment will not be permitted to travel on the foreshore in the areas near the eel grass beds adjacent to the work site.
	FollowTimingWindows: No
	StartDateFrom: 2013/09/01
	StartDateTo: 2013/10/31
	SignedDate: 2013/04/26
	SignedName: Karen Hall
	ExtentOfArea: 3400 sqare metres of the foreshore will be removed and replaced to strengthen the revetment.
	WithdrawingWater: 
	WithdrawingWaterYesNo: No
	Measures: Will take incorporate mitigation provided in letter to TC from DFO dated February 8, 2012.  DFO File# 12-hpac-pa4-00033  Regarding Sandspit Airport Rip Rap Retrieval
Spill kit will be on site
Equipment will be removed from beach at the end of each work day
Any invertebrates that are found on current Rip Rap will be removed and replaced in the nearby marine environment


