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This amendment is raised to answer questions from Industry:

Question 3:

If we already have a DOS clearance and are in the process of obtaining further clearances (Document
Safeguarding Protected B) does this preclude us from being awarded one of the eight (8) standing offers
in any of the Streams?

Answer 3:

The security clearances are required before issuance of a standing offer. If the firm is in the process of
obtaining security clearances this will NOT preclude them from being awarded one of the 8 (eight)
standing offers in a Stream should they qualify. However, the standing offer will only be issued when the
firm can demonstrate they have obtained all the necessary security clearances. The firm will not be
awarded any call-ups against the standing offer until all the necessary security clearances have been
obtained and they have been issued a standing offer. Please contact the Contracting Authority in order to
get sponsored; this will enable your firm to get the necessary paper work in process and obtain your
security clearance. 

Question 4:

If we do not have a security clearance does this preclude us from being awarded one of the eight (8)
standing offers in any of the Streams?

Answer 4:

See Answer 3.

Question 5:

For those responding to Stream B with regards to the security requirement, which requires Document
Safeguarding at the Protected B level.  We have done numerous online engagements with the
government and have never required this level of security. Why is the government introducing this level
of security now and would they not consider some leniency for those firms that might qualify for a
standing offer in regards to this security threshold?

Answer 5:

It has been determined that Document Safeguarding at the protected B level is required for this Standing
Offer. Please contact the Contracting Authority in order to get sponsored if your firm has not yet obtained
this level; this will enable your firm to get the necessary paper work in process and obtain your security
clearance. 

Question 6:

We are considering responding to this RFSO but have concerns about the security level required,
particularly for Stream B.  Everything that we do is online.  As companies do in our business, we have a
hosting partner that has the Document Safeguarding clearances (it makes sense to us as the information
is in their facility, not ours and this rational has been accepted in other government of Canada
engagements).  We assume that this would meet the criteria necessary, at least for Stream B.  
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Answer 6:

No, both organizations must have the security requirements. Sub-Contractors will need to also obtain the
required security requirements. The sub-contractor will not be permitted to proceed until they get prior
written permission of CISD/PWGSC, therefore please contact the Contracting Authority in order to get
your sub-contractors sponsored; this will enable your firm and your sub-contractors to get the necessary
paper work in process and obtain their security clearance.

Question 7:

At Appendix "1", Sample Template Stream A, "Proposed Project Summary Sheet", the last row of the
table does not seem relevant to a project summary sheet.  Referring to the last row on page entitled
"Understanding and Approach" deals with how the "Offeror understands GC requirements, processes and
approaches” 

This section in the table seems more like a generic question rather than one that pertains to a case
summary of a past project.  Can you please clarify?

Answer 7:

The " Proposed Project Summary Sheet " is a guide to better help Offerors answer all of the point rated
technical criteria under Annex "D" – Technical and Financial Evaluation. With Stream A, there are 2
point rated criteria, one of which is the RA.1 Experience of the Firm and the second one is RA.2
Understanding and Approach.    

All other terms and conditions remain the same
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