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Amendment no. 3 to Request for Proposal no. 9F052-140344/A 

 
Amendment(s): 
 

1) On the cover page: 
 
 Delete: “Bid Submission Deadline: September 25th

 
, 2014 at 2:00 PM (EDT)” 

 Insert: “Bid Submission Deadline: October 8th

 
, 2014 at 2:00 PM (EDT)” 

2) Attach 2nd

 
 set of Qs & As and slides from Bidders Conference as addenda to the RFP. 

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE RFP REMAIN UNCHANGED 
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Attachment # 1 – Questions and Answers 

 
Question #1:   Is it CSA’s intent to provide the bidders with costed work packages for the work of the 
science teams that we will be directed by CSA to include during the course of the studies?   
 
Answer: 
No.  As stated in SOW A.7, the Contractor must define the tasks and schedule, to cover the Scope defined 
in section 1.5 of Appendix2 to Annex A. 
 
 
Question #2:  If so then how can the overall study work be proposed by the bidders unless these costed 
work packages are available from CSA well before the RFP due date? 
 
Answer: 
See answer to Question #1. 
 
 
Question #3:  If CSA does not plan to provide costed work packages for science support to the bidders 
before the RFP closes, then how can CSA evaluate the submitted proposals on the basis of how the 
bidders have included this science support in their proposals? 
 
Answer: 
See notes presented at the Bidders’ Conference and proposals’ evaluation criteria “Team Capability” in the 
RFP. 
 
 
Question #4:  Letters of support from the scientific collaborators that the bidders propose are requested in 
the RFP implying that the bidder is responsible for arranging study support from the science community.  
This is contradicted by (previous) point which indicates that CSA will direct the bidders to use specific 
scientific collaborators – how does CSA wish to reconcile this?   
 
Answer: 
This is answered in the Bidders’ Conference notes. 
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Attachment # 2 – Bidders Conference Presentation 

 

RFP-9f052-140344a-
Bidder#27s-Conferen

 





Mission Contribution Analysis Study 
for the WFIRST-AFTA Mission 
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CSA Goals with this RFP 
 CSA seeks to include expertise of Canadian scientists to 


 Interpret the mission science requirements as defined by the WFIRST SDT  
 Ensure that the contributions are valuable and meet the mission needs 


 The RFP reflects the inputs received from 
 The Canadian Astronomy community regarding potential contributions of 


Canada to the WFIRST mission (RFI)  
 On-going discussions with NASA 


 CSA intends to keep the community informed with an opportunity to be 
involved.  


 Hire two contractors to get inputs for business case for CSA 
governance, e.g. Phase 0: CSA EC, Phase A: Treasury Board.  
 Need to study all options and to transparently document the decision process for the 


down-selection of all Space Exploration Missions.  
 Study outcome is not a decision, subject to changes in Government and NASA 


decisions. 
 See TB Business Case Guide http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/emf-cag/business-


rentabilisation/bcg-gar/bcg-gartb-eng.asp 


 
 



http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/emf-cag/business-rentabilisation/bcg-gar/bcg-gartb-eng.asp�

http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/emf-cag/business-rentabilisation/bcg-gar/bcg-gartb-eng.asp�
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Bidder’s Conference 
 Answers to questions during the conference will be tentative, and the final 


official answers will be posted on the buy and sell website. 
 Purpose:  


 To bring together stakeholders (industry and scientists) and to expose the expertise available 
in Canada 


 To explain process to participate in the pool of experts (PoE) for each contribution category.  


 Purpose of these PoE  is to ensure a broad and complete coverage of all 
pertinent science and technical fields associated with the contribution 
options to be surveyed in the contract. 


 Bidders are expected to select appropriate expert resources in their bids to 
support each contribution option analysis work.  
 Bidders can make arrangement with these experts before submitting the bids, or may leave 


placeholder budgets in their management plan for these resources should they not be able to 
identify an appropriate resource. However, proposals will be stronger if all resources are 
identified  


 CSA will share the names of the PoE with the selected contractors should additional 
expertise be needed or missing from their teams. 
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Independent Review Committee 
 The CSA may leverage the PoE and other fora to create an independent 


review committee as needed, that would review the findings of the studies.  
 All individuals taking part of the bidding process are encouraged to apply to 


the PoE, However, individuals that are part of the contractor’s team will not 
be eligible to participate in the independent team. 


 The committee will report to the CSA.  
 The contractor will produce a “public version” of the technical report that can 


be shared with the review committee.  
 CSA will issue a separate Request For Information (RFI) to create the PoE. 


Individuals interested in participating to the PoE should respond to the RFI 
by October 9th, 2014. The RFI will request: 
 An application letter that must include a detailed statement of motivation to become a 


member of the PoE and describe the specific expertise that would be contributed.   
 An abbreviated CV and a list of relevant publications 
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Independent Review Committee 
 The Independent Review Committee will support the two WFIRST-


AFTA studies. 
 Team to be divided in two working groups (WG): 


 Wide-Field Instrument 
 Coronagraph 


 The committee is to be formed of interested/available astronomers 
and technologists in Canada interested in contributing to WFIRST. 
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Independent Review Committee : 
Tasks and Responsibilities 
 The Independent Review Committee will provide scientific and 


technical expertise to CSA to support the work of the selected 
contractors. 


 It will: 
 Provide advices about potential Canadian contributions to 


WFIRST-AFTA (scientific interest, feasibility, scientific return, 
etc) and help narrow-down selection of options. 


 Perform an independent review of the results of the studies. 
 It should: 


 Participate to review meetings during the study contracts. 
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Clarifications from Bidder’s Conference 
 All interested individuals are encouraged to submit their names to 


the PoE, including individuals involved with bidders. Participation in 
a bid will not automatically add your name to the pool of experts. 


 Participation to the Independent Review Committee is on a voluntary 
basis and will not be financially compensated by the CSA. CSA may 
cover travel costs if budgets permits, but teleconference participation 
would be expected otherwise. 


 The bidders should include technical and science instrument 
specialist(s) of the applicable contribution, and also include 
scientist(s) in the broader area of the applicable contribution 
category.  
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