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�
Solicitation�Amendment�No.�015�is�raised�to:�

1) respond�to�questions�related�to�this�Request�for�Proposal.�
2) amend�the�Request�for�Proposal.�

_____________________________________________________________________________________�
�

SECTION�A���QUESTIONS�AND�ANSWERS�
�
Q148.�We�understand�from�page�56�of�the�RFP�that�the�Contractor’s�quality�management�system�needs�
to�be�compliant�with�ISO�9001�2008�within�one�year�of�submission�of�the�bid,�as�confirmed�by�a�
confirmation�letter�from�an�independent�third�party,�who�is�ISO�recognized�as�a�compliance�auditor.�Will�
PWGSC�allow�a�quality�management�system�that�is�equivalent�to�ISO�9001�2008?��
�
A148.�Yes���an�equivalent�quality�management�system�can�be�proposed.��The�requirements�for�
proposing�a�compliant�equivalent�quality�management�system�are�identified�in�article�4.3�(b),�which�has�
been�amended�as�detailed�in�Section�B.��
�
In�the�event�that�a�bidder�chooses�to�propose�an�equivalent�quality�management�system,�it�is�the�sole�
responsibility�of�the�bidder�to�clearly�demonstrate�how�it�meets�mandatory�requirement�4.3(b).�The�
Contracting�Authority�cannot�make�any�assumptions�regarding�the�bidder's�quality�management�system.�
�
Q149.�Will�all�subcontractors�be�required�to�be�certified�under�ISO�9001:2008�or�alternatively,�is�an�
equivalent�quality�management�system�considered�suitable?��Are�there�any�restrictions�on�
subcontractors�performing�any�of�the�quality�control�functions�listed�in�the�specifications,�provided�they�
meet�the�stipulated�quality�management�requirements?�
�
A149.�Yes���an�equivalent�quality�management�system�can�be�proposed.��The�requirements�for�
proposing�a�compliant�equivalent�quality�management�system�are�identified�in�article�4.3�(b),�which�has�
been�amended�as�detailed�in�Section�B.��
�
No,�there�are�no�restrictions�on�subcontractors�performing�any�of�the�quality�control�functions�listed�in�
the�specifications,�provided�they�meet�the�stipulated�quality�management�requirements.�
�

�
SECTION�B���MODIFICATIONS�TO�THE�REQUEST�FOR�PROPOSAL�

�
In�Appendix�5,�Section�4,�Mandatory�Technical�Criteria:�
�
DELETE:��
�
4.3� Quality�Management�System�
The�bidder�must�provide�documentation�or�a�completed�copy�of�Appendix�3.3�–�Quality�Assurance�
Program�Form�to�demonstrate�that:�

a. the�bidder�is�Certified�ISO�9001�2008�compliant,�or�
b. the�bidder’s�quality�management�system�will�be��compliant�with�ISO�9001�2008��within�

one�year�of�submission�of�the�bid�as�confirmed�by�a�confirmation�letter�from�an�
independent�third�party,�who�is�ISO�recognized�as�a�compliance�auditor.�If�this�
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�

information�is�not�provided�by�the�bidder�in�the�bid�submission,�the�Contracting�
Authority�will�so�inform�the�Bidder�and�provide�the�Bidder�with�a�time�frame�within�
which�to�meet�the�requirement.�Failure�to�provide�the�information�within�the�
prescribed�time�period�will�render�the�bid�non�responsive.���

�
INSERT:�
�
4.3�Quality�Management�System�
The�bidder�must�provide�documentation�to�demonstrate�that:�
�

a) The�bidder�is�currently�certified�by�an�accredited�registrar�to�ISO�9001:2008�or;�
b) The�bidder’s�quality�management�system�has�been�deemed�to�be�compliant�with�ISO�9001:2008�

within�one�year�prior�to�the�bid�closing�date.��For�example,�if�the�current�closing�date�is�January�
15,�2015,�the�bidder�must�be�compliant�on�or�after�January�15,�2014.�To�demonstrate�this,�the�
bidder�must�provide�in�their�bid�submission�a�letter�and�audit�report�from�an�independent�3rd�
party,�who�is�certified�as�a�Lead�Auditor�in�Quality�Management�System�audits.��If�this�
information�is�not�provided�by�the�bidder�in�the�bid�submission,�the�Contracting�Authority�will�
so�inform�the�Bidder�and�provide�the�Bidder�with�a�time�frame�within�which�they�must�meet�the�
requirement.��Failure�to�provide�the�information�within�the�prescribed�time�frame�will�render�
the�bid�non�responsive.�

�
�
�
DELETE�Appendix�3.3,�Quality�Assurance�Program�Information�Form,�in�its�entirety.�
�
�

ALL�OTHER�TERMS�AND�CONDITIONS�OF�THE�REQUEST�FOR�PROPOSAL�REMAIN�UNCHANGED�


