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 Solicitation no: EN578-131350/B  PWGSC 
 Invitation To Qualify (ITQ) 
 Solicitation Amendment 005 
 Purpose: 
 A) To respond to questions regarding the ITQ. 

 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 QUESTION 20 
 Can you please confirm that ACQB has taken steps to ensure that the requirements as structured and stated under  
 this tendering process do not 'de facto' exclude free/libre/open source procurement management solutions from  
 consideration? 
 ANSWER 20 
 The ITQ identifies Canada’s high level requirement. Through the RRR process with ITQ Responsive Suppliers the  
 requirements for the RFP will be refined further. The anticipated RFP will detail the managed service requirement to  
 be delivered under the Contract. At the RFP stage, it will be the bidders’ responsibility to propose the technology they  
 believe meets Canada’s requirements.  
 QUESTION 21 
  In the documents for EN578-131350/B we did not locate any reference to the Universal Business Language (OASIS/UBL) 
  standard. Will potential solutions be considered even if they cannot interact with external systems whose e- 
 commerce messages align with the international OASIS/UBL standard? (By comparison, we note that OASIS/UBL is now  
 a mandatory requirement in the government procurement solutions of many of Canada's leading trading partners.) 
 ANSWER 21 
 Following consultation with the ITQ Responsive Suppliers during the RRR process, requirements for standards will be  
 detailed further in the RFP. 
   
 QUESTION 22 
 In the documents for EN578-131350/B we did not locate any reference to other various international e-commerce  
 data, document and messaging standards the solution must comply with? For example, will potential solutions be  
 considered even if they cannot interact with external systems whose financial messages align with the international  
 ISO 20022 standard? 
   
 ANSWER 22 
 Following consultation with the ITQ Responsive Suppliers during the RRR process, requirements for standards will be  
 detailed further in the RFP. 
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 Solicitation no: EN578-131350/B PWGSC 
 QUESTION 23 
 We note that "The Respondent, and if the Respondent is a joint venture, each member of the joint venture, must be  
 ISO 27001 certified with ISO/ IEC 27001:2005 Information Technology – Security Techniques – Information Security  
 Management Systems – Requirements."  In the interest of consistency in information security management across the  
 entire eventual deployment, can you please confirm that ACQB and that SSC participants in the project, in-house and  
 outsourced, are or will be similarly certified under ISO/ IEC 27001:2005? 
   
 ANSWER 23 
 For clarity the above noted requirement was removed from the ITQ. Please refer to Change 1 in solicitation  
 amendment 001. 
   
 This answer is therefore, related to the anticipated ISO 27001 certification for the RFP.  The anticipated ISO  
 certification requirements for the RFP are specific to the Contractor.  The expertise of Government of Canada  
 stakeholders working on the EPS are managed through the Government of Canada’s security policies, guidelines and  
 procedures.  
 

 QUESTION 24 
Section 3.1 Response Preparation Instructions - States that all responses are to be provided on USB.  We very much 
appreciate the fact that hard copies are not required. The USBs will however have to be delivered. Would Canada consider 
allowing Bidders to forward their responses in a ZIP file via email to eliminate the need for delivery?     

ANSWER 24 
Please refer to question and answer 17 in ITQ amendment 004. 

 

 ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME 
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