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This amendment is raised to modify the Request for Proposal (RFP) document and to publish all 
questions and answers received on 20th April 2015. 
 
 
PART 4 - EVALUATION PROCEDURES AND BASIS OF SELECTION  

 
4.1.1     Technical Evaluation 

 
Factors for Evaluation   

  
 Add: 
 

8. On Site Visits 
 

All vendors meeting the mandatory technical specification requirements will be subject to a onsite 
visit by the client department’s technical Authority. The purpose of these on-site visits will be to 
confirm that the SEM outputs based on specific technical authority scanning parameters inputs 
meet the data prescribed by each vendor. The on-site test will be performed in accordance with 
the protocols and parameters identified in the point rated criteria section (Annex B-1). 

 
All on-site visits will be at the client department’s (NRC) expense. 
 

ANNEX B - MANDATORY SPECIFICATIONS FOR A VARIABLE PRESSURE SCANNING ELECTRON 
MICROSCOPE (VPSEM) 

 
Delete: 
 
1.8 The VPSEM absolute accuracy of all magnification readouts or displays must be <2% (+/- 1.%) at 
 1000X, 10000X and 100000X. 

 
Insert: 
 
1.8 The VPSEM absolute accuracy of all magnification readouts or displays must be <3% (+/- 1.5%) 
at  1000X, 10000X and 100000X. 
 
 
Reference in Contractors Proposal:    ________________________ 
 
Delete: 
 
7.9 The VPSEM must have Peltier Cooling stage capable of cooling samples to -25oC for one (1) 

hour; 
 
Insert: 
 
7.9 The VPSEM must have Peltier Cooling stage capable of cooling samples to -20oC for one (1) 

hour; 
 
Reference in Contractors Proposal:    ________________________ 
 
 
All other terms and conditions of the RFP remain unchanged. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
Q.1 Annex B; ELECTRON OPTICS AND COLUMN CONTROL; Section 1.8. The RFP states: The 

VPSEM absolute accuracy of all magnifications readouts or displays must be < 2% (+/- 1%) 
at 1000X, 10,000X and 100,000. 

 
The instrument we will be offering will have an accuracy <3% at the magnifications 
indicated. Please advise whether this will be acceptable. Note this is proprietary 
information. 

 
A.1 NRCan accept 3% on item 1 as long as you are talking about <3% (+/- 1.5%) at 1000X, 10000X, 

100000X. 
 

Q.2 Annex B; STAGE; Section 7.9. The RFP states:  The VPSEM must have Peltier Cooling 
stage capable of cooling samples to -25 degrees C for one (1) hour.  

 
The instrument we will be offering will have a Peltier Cooling stage capable of cooling 
samples to -20 degrees C  for one (1) hour and more. Please advise whether this is 
acceptable.   

 
A.2 NRCan accept -20oC 
 
Q.3 Annex B; ANALYTICAL SPECIMEN CHAMBER. Section 2.6. The RFP states:  The chamber 

must be large enough to accommodate a maximum sample size of 150 mm in diameter and 
35 mm in height. 

 
Is full coverage of the sample in X and Y also a requirement or will you accept a stage with 
a coverage in X and Y of 100 mm. Note: this is proprietary information. 

 
A.3 The full coverage is required.  The individual X and Y axes don’t have to have a range of travel of 

150 mm each but the stage must be able to cover a sample 150 mm in diameter through a 
combination of X- and Y-stage movement along with stage rotation (R).  The reason for this is 
that this instrument will be a backup to the instrument at the Canadian Photonics Fabrication 
Centre (CPFC) which requires these dimensions for some of their samples. 

 


