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This amendment is raised to extend the closing date of March 7, 2016 on the RFP, revise mandatory 
specifications 1.6 and 1.14, add new mandatory specification 1.14.1 and to publish all questions and 
answers received. 

1- On the front page of the Request for Proposal (RFP): 

Delete:  March 7, 2016 Eastern Standard Time (EST) 

Insert:  March 14, 2016 Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) 

2-At Annex B, Mandatory specification 1.6: 

Delete:  Must have a dirty solvent vessel with a capacity of 70 liters-100 liters. 

Insert:  Must have a dirty solvent vessel with a capacity of min. 70 liters to a max. 120 liters. 

3-At Annex B, Mandatory specification 1.14: 

Delete:  Physical dimensions of the distillation system must not exceed 120” height, 52” wide x 48” deep. 

Insert: Physical dimensions of the distillation system must not exceed 120” height, 65” wide x 60” deep.  

4- At Annex B: 

Insert:  Mandatory specification 1.14.1: 

The system or modular components of it must go through a door 42” wide x 87” tall and if 
required, the assembly must be done at the final installation location. 

All other terms and conditions of the RFP remain unchanged. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions and Answers for Automated Fractional Distillation Unit. 

1.           Mandatory specification 1.2: Must include a fractional distillation column, with a minimum of  
 15 theoretical plates. 
 
Q1. What is exact quantity of plates needed for this system, 15 plates acceptable or 30?  

 
A1. The quantity of 15 plates is acceptable but if National Research Council of Canada (NRC) can get 

30 plates at the same price, then NRC will take 30. 
 
2. Mandatory specification 1.6: Must have a dirty solvent vessel with a capacity of 70-100 liters 
 
Q2.i.      Does this require an exact volume, 70 or 100L? 

 
A2.i. It really matters and relates to final price. 70L is acceptable. 
 
Q2. ii. Does this require 120 litres or larger acceptable? 
 
A2.ii.  120 liters are acceptable. 

 



3. Mandatory specification 1.11: Must include a solvent collection system that permits the 
collection of solvents a minimum of 2 different tanks at different temperatures. 

Q3.        Does this require at least 2 collectors? Please specify, as can provide 2 or 4. 

A3. 2 is acceptable. 

4. 
Q4.        Does this system require to be specified for any ASTM(s) or other methods or it is just regular  
 distillation?  
 
A4. It just requires a regular distillation. 

5. Mandatory specification 1.4: Must be guaranteed safe to operate with flammable solvents. 
Mandatory specification 1.8: Must include a bag holder and PTFE bag in the bottom vessel, 
where the dirty solvent collects. 

 
Q5.        Does this system require CSA approved for hazardous locations, eg: Class 1, Div 1 or 2? 

 
A5. Yes it does. 

 
6. Mandatory specification 1.14: Physical dimensions of the distillation system must not exceed 

120” height x 52” wide x 48” deep. 

Q6. Is there any leeway on the dimensions, on the height and width?  

A6 Height is the maximum allowable as it cannot be changed due to building limitations, width can 
go up to 65”x and depth up to 60”. 

7. 

Q 7.   Does the system require processing anything containing nitrocellulose?    

A7. No, nitrocellulose needed. 

8. 

Q8. What is the feed and requested output?  

A8. To be used in batch mode, dirty solvent in, and clean solvent out.   

9. Mandatory specification 1.12: Must have a throughput of 5 liters/hr or more @ 2:1 reflux 
ratio. 

Q9.         What is the flow rate in l/hr?  

A9. Throughput: 5 liters/hr or more @ 2:1 reflux ratio.  

10. 

Q10.      What is the expected residue?  

A10. Solids. It will vary greatly in composition depending on processes. 


