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Part 1 General 

1.1 WASTE MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSAL 

.1 Divert unused soil amendments from landfill to official hazardous material collections 
site. 

.2 Do not dispose of unused soil amendments into sewer systems, into lakes, streams, onto 
ground or in locations where it will pose health or environmental hazard. 

Part 2 Products 

2.1 TOPSOIL 

.1 Topsoil for seeded areas: mixture of particulates, microorganisms and organic matter that 
provides suitable medium for supporting intended plant growth. 

.1 Soil texture based on The Canadian System of Soil Classification, to consist of 
20 to 70 % sand, minimum 7 % clay, and contain 2 to 10 % organic matter by 
weight. 

.2 Contain no toxic elements or growth inhibiting materials. 

.3 Finished surface free from: 

.1 Debris and stones over 50 mm diameter. 

.2 Course vegetative material, 10 mm diameter and 100 mm length, 
occupying more than 2% of soil volume. 

.4 Consistence: friable when moist. 

Site Excavated Topsoil: Topsoil excavated from site, screened to remove debris and 
stones over 50mm diameter. 

  

2.2 SOURCE QUALITY CONTROL 

.1 Advise Departmental Representative of sources of topsoil to be utilized. 

Part 3 Execution 

3.1 Preparation of Existing Grade 

.1 Verify that grades are correct. If discrepancies occur, notify Departmental Representative 
and do not commence work until instructed by Departmental Representative. 

.2 Grade soil, eliminating uneven areas and low spots, ensuring positive drainage. 

.3 Remove debris, roots, branches, stones in excess of 50 mm diameter and other deleterious 
materials. Remove soil contaminated with calcium chloride, toxic materials and 
petroleum products. Remove debris that protrudes more than 75 mm above surface. 
Dispose of removed material off site. 
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.4 Cultivate entire area which is to receive topsoil to minimum depth of 100 mm. Cross 
cultivate those areas where equipment used for hauling and spreading has compacted soil. 

3.2 Placing and Spreading of Topsoil 

.1 Place topsoil after Departmental Representative has accepted sub grade. 

.2 Spread topsoil as indicated to following minimum depths after settlement. 

.1 150 mm for sodded areas. 

3.3 Finish Grading 

.1 Grade to eliminate rough spots and low areas and ensure positive drainage. Prepare loose 
friable bed by means of cultivation and subsequent raking. 

.2 Consolidate topsoil to required bulk density using equipment approved by Departmental 
Representative. Leave surfaces smooth, uniform and firm against deep foot printing. 

3.4 ACCEPTANCE 

.1 Departmental Representative will inspect and test topsoil in place and determine 
acceptance of material, depth of topsoil and finish grading. 

3.5 SURPLUS MATERIAL 

.1 Dispose of materials except topsoil not required off site. 

3.6 CLEANING 

.1 Upon completion of installation, remove surplus materials, rubbish, tools and equipment 
barriers. 

END OF SECTION 
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Part 1 General 

1.1 RELATED SECTIONS 

.1 Section 32 91 19.13 - Topsoil Placement and Grading. 

1.2 REFERENCES 

.1 Department of Justice Fertilizer Act (R.S., 1985, c. F-10) and Fertilizer 
Regulation (C.R.C., c666). 

1.3 SCHEDULING 

.1 Schedule sod laying to coincide with preparation of soil surface. 

.2 Schedule sod installation when frost is not present in ground. 

Part 2 Products 

2.1 MATERIALS 

.1 Number One Turf Grass Nursery Sod: sod that has been especially sown and cultivated in 
nursery fields as turf grass crop. 

.1 Turf Grass Nursery Sod types: 

.1 Number One Kentucky Bluegrass Sod: Nursery Sod grown solely from 
seed of cultivars of Kentucky Bluegrass, containing not less than 50% 
Kentucky Bluegrass cultivars. 

.2 Turf Grass Nursery Sod quality: 

.1 Not more than 2 broadleaf weeds or 10 other weeds per 40 square 
metres. 

.2 Density of sod sufficient so that no soil is visible from height of 1500 
mm when mown to height of 50 mm. 

.3 Mowing height limit: 35 to 65 mm. 

.4 Soil portion of sod: 6 to 15 mm in thickness. 

.2 Water: 

.1 Water supplied by contractor free of contamination and impurities. 

.3 Fertilizer: 

.1 Fertilizer to Canada "Fertilizers Act" and "Fertilizers Regulations". 

2.2 SOURCE QUALITY CONTROL 

.1 Obtain approval from Departmental Representative of sod at source. 

.2 When proposed source of sod is approved, use no other source without written 
authorization. 
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Part 3 Execution 

3.1 PREPARATION 

.1 Verify that grades are correct and prepared in accordance with Section 32 91 19.13 - 
Topsoil Placement and Grading. If discrepancies occur, notify Departmental 
Representative and do not commence work until instructed by Departmental 
Representative. 

.2 Do not perform work under adverse field conditions such as frozen soil, excessively wet 
soil or soil covered with snow, ice, or standing water. 

.3 Fine grade surface free of humps and hollows to smooth, even grade, to match existing 
grades, plus or minus 8mm, surface to drain naturally. 

.4 Remove and dispose of weeds; debris; stones 50 mm in diameter and larger; soil 
contaminated by oil, gasoline and other deleterious materials; off site as directed by 
Departmental Representative. 

3.2 SOD PLACEMENT 

.1 Lay sod within 24 hours of being lifted if air temperature exceeds 20°C. 

.2 Lay sod sections in rows, joints staggered. Butt sections closely without overlapping or 
leaving gaps between sections. Cut out irregular or thin sections with sharp implements. 

.3 Roll sod as directed by Departmental Representative. Provide close contact between sod 
and soil by light rolling. Use of heavy roller to correct irregularities in grade is not 
permitted. 

3.3 MAINTENANCE DURING ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD 

.1 Perform following operations from time of installation until acceptance. 

.2 Water sodded areas in sufficient quantities and at frequency required to maintain 
optimum soil moisture condition to depth of 75 to 100 mm. 

.3 Cut grass to 50 mm when or prior to it reaching height of 75 mm. Remove clippings 
which will smother grassed areas as directed by Departmental Representative. 

.4 Maintain sodded areas weed free. 

.5 Fertilize areas as required to ensure establishment of sod. Spread half of required amount 
of fertilizer in one direction and remainder at right angles and water in well. 

3.4 ACCEPTANCE 

.1 Turfgrass Nursery Sod areas will be accepted by Departmental Representative 
provided that: Sodded areas are properly established. 

.1 Sodded areas are properly established. 

.2 Sod is free of bare and dead spots. 

.3 No surface soil is visible from height of 1500 mm when grass has been 
cut to height of 50 mm. 
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.4 Sodded areas have been cut minimum 2 times prior to acceptance. 

.2 Areas sodded in fall will be accepted in following spring one month after start of growing 
season provided acceptance conditions are fulfilled. 

END OF SECTION 
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