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Amendment 004 has been raised to modify the Request for Standing Offer (RFSO) and publish all answers to questions 
received to-date.

A. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q6. With the answers provided to the questions in Amendment Two, it is obvious that the Technical Authority is 
determined to eliminate competition for the RFSO. (a) Please advise why the Technical Authority has excluded the 
ETD system used by CATSA and TSA solely because it does NOT have a radioactive source? It appears that the 
RFP has been written to have a sole source response for a legacy product that utilizes a “Radioactive Source” from 
a specific OEM. (b) Is it the intention of the Technical Authority to exclude the newest and most widely deployed 
ETD technology?

A6. (a) This RFSO is to establish a method of supply for certain departments that require mature radiation source based 
IMS technologies where the source of ions requires no performance monitoring and no replacement during the 
lifetime of the instrument. Only a radioactive source will provide such a source of ions.  This is essential for these 
departments in order to meet their operational mandates of maximizing the probability of simultaneously detecting 
trace levels of narcotics and explosives in various field environments.

(b) No. The Government of Canada intends to issue a separate RFSO to establish a method of supply for 
departments who intend to use a non-radiation source based instrument.

Q7. General Requirements:
The IMS instrument must consist of dual IMS drift tubes: one drift tube must be optimized for drug detection, the 
other drift tube must be optimized for explosives detection.

This requirement is specific to one manufacturer and is an exclusionary specification. Other IMS instruments are 
available on the market that are dual mode devices and meet the other requirements in this section with one IMS 
tube. We ask that this requirement be modified to allow for the consideration of other instruments.

A7. The requirement has been modified. Please see MODIFICATION TO RFSO, herein.

Q8. Sample Collection Requirements 
2.2 The IMS instrument’s sampling swabs must be single use and disposable.

Our system uses multiple use swabs and this form of sampling has been tested and approved by regulators like the 
TSA, ECAC, Transport Canada, and others for use in highly regulated and controlled environments (Aviation 
Security). These swabs are field proven and effective. We ask that this requirement be modified to allow for multiple 
use swabs.

A8. A multiple use swab would meet the requirement provided that it is disposable. Please see MODIFICATION TO 
RFSO, herein.

Q9. As there isn’t a specific requirement for a quantity of units and subsequent mandatory delivery date (such as March 
31, 2018), we would like to request for an extension on the closing date.  

A9. Canada has extended the submission deadline to January 22nd, 2018.

A. MODIFICATION TO RFSO

B1. At ANNEX A – STATEMENT OF WORK, 1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS, delete 1.6 in its entirety.

B2. At ANNEX A – STATEMENT OF WORK, 2. SAMPLE COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS, delete 2.2 in its entirety 
and replace with the following:
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2.2 The IMS instrument’s sampling swabs must be disposable.

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE REQUEST FOR 
STANDING OFFER REMAIN UNCHANGED.


