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W7701-166176/B – Weapons systems simulation

Amendment 002

The purpose of this amendment is:

1) To provide minutes from Bidder’s Conference
2) To provide Questions and Answers
3) Amend the Request for proposal

1) Minutes from Bidder’s Conference

The bidders’ conference was held at 1550 Estimauville Avenue in Quebec City, July 4, 2018 at 10 a.m. in 
Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC) offices.

The contracting authority gave the following information regarding the conference: 

- Attendance at the conference is not mandatory in order to submit a proposal to the Request for 
Proposal W7701-166176/B; 

- The conference cannot be recorded;
- A presentation will be made by the Technical authority;
- We will respond to the questions asked in the conference, as long as it remains unclassified;
- If we do not have the answer today, the answer will be provided by a questions and answers 

solicitation amendment;
- Minutes of the conference will be published in a solicitation amendment. 

The Technical Authority has made a project’s presentation and the Request for Proposal W7701-
166176/B changes made were explained.

The content of the presentation can be found in Annex of this amendment.

The questions and answers provided at the conference can be found at item 2) questions and answers 
below. 

The contracting authority concluded the Bidder’s conference and inform bidders to submit their questions 
in writing to Helene.Lemay@tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca

The bidders’ conference ended at 11:05. 
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2) Questions and Answers:

Question 1:

Is the integration to perform in task 5.10 a release, i.e. the code must be integrated in the trunk, it is not 
only a copy of a branch?

Answer 1:

Yes, the code integration must be performed in the trunk. 

Question 2:

Is work with hardware-in-the-loop planned?

Answer 2:

No, it is not planned. 

Question 3:

Is it possible to perform all work on-site?

Answer 3:

No, a small part of the work can be performed on-site when necessary, but most of the work must be 
performed off-site.

Question 4:

Is it possible to perform work on-site for the whole team?

Answer 4:

No, there is no room for an entire team. One person, for example responsible for the integration, could 
work on-site full-time, and a few people could work on-site on an ad hoc basis depending on the needs, 
but the remaining work must be performed off-site.

Question 5:

How often should the integration take place?

Answer 5:

At least once a month, it is possible to integrate more often when required, but the minimum is once a 
month.

Question 6:

What is the security level required for the facilities?
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Answer 6:

The work is up to NATO SECRET and with controlled goods. There is no need for Top secret for this 
contract.

Question 7:

What is the delay to inform the Valcartier Research Centre gate for a visit in order to perform the 
integration?

Answer 7:

The gate must be informed at least 24 hours in advance.

Question 8:

Once the contract is awarded, will a special attention be paid to the awarding of the task authorizations in 
order to avoid laboratories or other VPG systems access problems?

Answer 8:

Yes, attention will be paid to provide the required access when applicable.

Question 9:

What type of license is required for a computer to be provided?

Answer 9:

These licenses are for compiling some Karma digital models. These models are used in almost all 
scenarios so having a computer able to compile them will be useful to perform the required tests prior to 
the integration.

Question 10:

Will the updates of the provided files available?

Answer 10:

Yes, there will be updates of the files in the trunk on a regular basis so the files update should be 
performed in both directions. The contractor will determine the frequency for the updates from the trunk 
located at DRDC – Valcarter Research Centre to the contractor facilities. It will be necessary to notify 
when the contractor enters and leaves DRDC with the transfer media.

Question 11:

Will there be a kick-off meeting and will the specifications on security and on files be addressed?

Answer 11:

Yes, a kick-off meeting will be held after contract award.
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Question 12:

Is it possible to know when the minimum guarantee will be used, at the beginning or at the end of the 
contract?

Answer 12:

It will depend on tasks authorization issued, it should be staggered.

Question 13:

What is the programming vs modelling ratio? There is a percentage provided for evaluation purpose on 
the request for proposal, but what will it be operationally speaking?

Answer 13:

The ratio should be around 50-50, depending on the needs arising from the task authorizations.

Question 14:

What is the proportion of protected A vs secret work?

Answer 14:

According to the Security Requirements Check List (SRCL), the personnel must hold a security clearance
at Secret level.

Question 15:

Is it a renewal of an existing contract?

Answer 15:

No, it is for a new need.

Question 16:

Is it possible to know if tasks authorization are planned in the current fiscal year (up to March 31 2019), 
and if so, to have an idea of the planned budget?

Answer 16:

It will depend on the rest of the process and the needs at the time of contract award. The amount should 
not be very high in 2018-2019.
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3) Amendments to the Request for Proposal:

3.1) Part 3 – Bid Preparation Instructions, paragraph 1.1, Section 1; Technical Bid

Delete paragraph a)

Replace by :

a) In their technical bid, bidders should address clearly and in sufficient depth the points that 
are subject to the evaluation criteria against which the bid will be evaluated. Simply 
repeating the statement contained in the bid solicitation is not sufficient. In order to facilitate 
the evaluation of the bid, Canada requests that bidders address and present topics in the 
order of the evaluation criteria under the same headings. To avoid duplication, bidders may 
refer to different sections of their bids by identifying the specific paragraph and page 
number where the subject topic has already been addressed. 

3.2 At Annex A, Statement of Work

i) Delete paragraph 5.10 Integration of Work and replace by:

5.10 Integration of Work

The Contractor must:

5.10.1 Conduct tests prior to the integration of Work in order to minimize the time needed for the 
integration and the impact on the other development teams. 

5.10.2 Integrate the Work into the configuration management tool that is already in place without 
it causing any loss of the tool’s history. 

5.10.3 Conduct the tests required to ensure that the integration of the Work is completed and that 
the additions/modifications that the Contractor made have no undesired impact on existing 
services, models and simulations. The Contractor must perform the tests on both networks 
used when the Work is conducted in Karma.

5.10.4 Correct any issue resulting from the integration of the Work as soon as the issue is 
detected. 

The Contractor is responsible for the integration of its Work. The Contractor must integrate its Work at the 
DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre site at least once a month. The Contractor must take into account the 
fact that a number of other development teams can change the simulation architecture, the models and/or 
the tools over the course of the task, and it is the Contractor’s responsibility to test its modifications with the 
latest file version before proceeding with the integration. The Contractor is responsible for gathering the 
files together and transferring them from its own facilities to the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre and 
vice versa in a secure manner while adhering to all of the security rules and policies in place for the two 
networks used for this project at the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre (a PA network and a classified 
network).   
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ii) Delete paragraph 9 – Location of Work and replace by:

9. LOCATION OF WORK

All Work must be carried out off the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre site, except for Task 5.10 Work, 
for Work requiring the use of one of the licences from the second list of licences in section 14 (Special 
considerations) or when specified in the Task Authorization.

Task 5.10 Work, as well as the Work requiring the use of licences that are not available at the Contractor’s 
facilities from the second list of licences in section 14 (Special consideration), must be performed at the 
DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre site at the following address:

Defence Research and Development Canada – Valcartier Research Centre
2459 de la Bravoure Road
Quebec City, Quebec
G3J 1X5
Canada

iii) Delete paragraph 13 Government Furnished Equipment (GFE) and replace by:

13. GOVERNMENT FURNISHED EQUIPMENT (GFE)

The complete list of government-furnished equipment will be specified in the Task Authorization Statement 
of Work. The government-furnished equipment may include the following:

- The Contractor will have access to a limited number of computers at the DRDC – Valcartier 
Research Centre site. The number of computers available will be specified in the Task 
Authorization Statement of Work. The software required to carry out the Work will be provided to 
the Contractor on these computers.

- The Contractor will have access to the WSL and Karma source code and technical documentation. 
This information must be used only to carry out the Work for this Contract.

o All of the necessary files will be provided to the Contractor at the DRDC – Valcartier 
Research Centre site.

o A sub-set of the files will be provided to the Contractor for use in the Contractor’s facilities. 
Files that cannot be distributed to external Contractors and files that are not essential to 
the completion of the Work will be removed from the complete set. 

- The Contractor will be lent one DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre computer on which certain 
software will be installed, and it can be used at the Contractor’s facilities. This computer must be 
used only to perform the Work set out in this Contract, and the files/software that is on it must never 
be shared, copied, distributed or sold. The computer must be returned to the DRDC – Valcartier 
Research Centre at the end of the Contract. 

- The Contractor will be provided with the hard drives and/or USB keys for performing classified 
Work. The hard drives and USB keys must be given back to the DRDC – Valcartier Research 
Centre at the end of the Contract. 

The Contractor is responsible for maintaining the order and cleanliness of the facilities and equipment 
placed at its disposal by the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre for the duration of the Work. The 
equipment provided must be returned in good working order and placed back in its original location at the 
end of the Work. 
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iv) Delete paragraph 14 Special considerations and replace by:

14. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

A resource from the Junior Computer Scientist category must be proposed for a task only when he or she 
has the ability to carry out the Work effectively and independently. For certain tasks, the resource may need 
to be mentored by a resource in the Senior Computer Scientist category.

A resource from the Physics – Junior category must be proposed for a task only when he or she has the 
ability to carry out the Work effectively and independently. For certain tasks, the resource may need to be 
mentored by a resource in the Physics – Aeronautical or Physics – Optical category.

All of the products supplied by the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre to the Contractor, and all of the 
products created and/or modified by the Contractor as part of this Contract must be used exclusively to 
carry out the Work as part of this Contract to meet DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre needs, and they 
must be given to the Technical Authority at the end of this Contract. No other use is permitted, and the 
Contractor must not save any copies of the products after the Contract is over. The products include, but 
are not limited to, source code, reports, models, configuration files, tools, documentation, diagrams, 
application software, etc. The products include all types of formats (paper, electronic, etc.). The Contractor 
must at all times take the necessary measures to ensure that the products are not shared, copied, 
distributed or sold to anyone who is not working on this Contract on behalf of the DRDC – Valcartier 
Research Centre.

The Contractor must have the following licences, at minimum:

- Microsoft Windows 7 64 bits and subsequent releases.
- Microsoft Visual Studio 2015 and subsequent releases.
- MathWorks Matlab and Simulink 64 bits R2013b, R2016a and subsequent releases.
- Microsoft Office 2010 and subsequent releases.
- Subversion (SVN) 1.8.13 and subsequent releases.
- TortoiseSVN 1.8.11 64 bits and subsequent releases.
- Spectral Sciences, Inc. (SSI) MODTRAN v5 64 bits and subsequent releases.

Having the following licences would enable the Contractor to perform certain Work in its own facilities: 

- Sparx Systems Enterprise Architect 13.
- Remograph Remo 3D v2.6.1 64 bits.
- MathWorks Matlab coder and Simulink coder 64 bits R2013b, R2016a and subsequent releases.

The Contractor should use high-performance computers with graphics cards that can support intensive 
GPU calculations. 

The Contractor is responsible for integrating its Work. The Contractor must integrate its Work at the DRDC 
– Valcartier Research Centre site at least once a month. The Contractor is responsible for gathering the 
files together and transferring them from its own facilities to the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre and 
vice versa in a secure manner while adhering to all of the security rules and policies in place for the two 
networks used for this project at the DRDC – Valcartier Research Centre (a PA network and a classified 
network). 
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All of the classified storage devices (hard drives, DVDs, USB keys, etc.) on which Karma components 
were copied must be given to the Technical Authority at the end of the Contract.

4. Annex 1 - Bidder’s Conference presentation
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Solicitation No – No de l’invitation Amd. No. – No de la modif. Buyer ID – id de l’acheteur 
W7701-166176/B 002 QCL025 
Client Ref No. – No de réf. du client File No. – No du dossier 
W7701-166176 QCN-6-39317 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAINS UNCHANGED


