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The following questions have been submitted by potential Bidders: 
 

1. Annex "A" / Hardware Requirements / ix: 
States: The instrument must be able to achieve flow rates over the range 0.010-5.000 ml/min in 0.001 ml/min 

increments. 
[The potential Bidder proposes that the requirement be] changed to: The instrument must be able to achieve 

flow rates over the range 0.010-2.000 ml/min in 0.001 ml/min increments. All subsequent references to 
flow rate over the range of "0.010-5.000 ml/min" be changed to "0.010-2.000 ml/min". 

Justification: Flow rates up to 5 ml/min are not possible at the high pressure limits requested of this UPLC 
instrument (see point 'iii'). 

 
Answer: While flow rates from 0.010 to 2.000 ml/min are used for analysis, higher flow rates up to 5.000 ml/min 
are necessary for instrument purging. No change will be made to the requirements. 

 
2. Annex "A" / Hardware Requirements / xxv: 

States: The detector must provide at least 6 [six] channels for multi wavelength analysis. 
[The potential Bidder proposes that the requirement be] changed to: The detector must provide at least 8 

[eight] channels for multi wavelength analysis. 
 

Answer: Six (6) channels or more are sufficient for our requirements. No change will be made to the 
requirements. 

 
3. Annex "A" / Hardware Requirements / xxi: 

States: The column compartment must be temperature controlled with an operating temperature range of at 
least 4 to 90°C with a temperature accuracy of ±1.0°C or better and a temperature stability of ±0.1°C or 
better. 

Request: Would the Crown be willing to accept a column compartment temperature controlled with an 
operating temperature range of at least 4 to 90°C with a temperature accuracy of ±0.5°C or better and a 
temperature stability of ±0.3°C or better? 

Justification: The range in temperature variability is less and thus should provide a narrower temperature 
range for the instrument to operate within. 

Example: If the goal is achieve 10 C the original hardware requirement yields an overall potential temperature 
range of 8.9-11.1 C. With the accepted amendment in place, this would yield an overall narrower 
potential temperature range of 9.2-10.8 C. 

 
Answer: Since the requirement states “temperature accuracy of ±1.0°C or better,” a temperature accuracy of 
±0.5°C or better will be acceptable. A temperature stability of ±0.3°C is not acceptable since the requirement is 
±0.1°C or better. Temperature accuracy and temperature stability are distinct requirements and cannot be 
combined as suggested by the potential Bidder. No change will be made to the requirements. 

 


