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THIS SOLICITATION AMENDMENT IS RAISED TO RESPOND TO QUESTIONS

In order to compare the outcomes, we would like to propose a control group as part of our
research design. Would we be eligible to apply for funding for the control group, or only for the
intervention group(s)?

You cannot apply for funding. You must submit a proposal to a competitive solicitation, and
may be awarded a contract following an evaluation and selection procedures, as defined in the
solicitation. Experimental research designs that include intervention and control groups are
eligible under this process.

The CFP states that all members of the research team need to be identified at the time the bid
is submitted. However, as the bid will be submitted from an academic institution, | am unable to
hire a research assistant until the contract has been confirmed. | note your response to Q95
regarding replacement personnel, and | am seeking to confirm if there is any leeway to hire a
research assistant once the contract has been awarded, provided the assistant has the essential
qualifications and this information has been validated by SWC.

We would like to know if, or should we, include staff in the budget (i.e. research assistants and
project coordinators who are not the primary researchers on the projects) for which we don’t
have a specific person in mind yet since we won’t hire someone unless we are awarded the
contract — therefore we don’t know, at this time, nor will we know at the time of submission,
who the specific people will be nor what specific skills/experience they will bring to the team.

Canada does not require bidders to hire indeterminate or full time staff; utilizing consultants is
also an acceptable means to identify the project team without committing to employment.
Many universities take this approach when participating in these types of opportunities. We
cannot offer any flexibility on this issue.

Ultimately it will depend on the role the proposed resource will play. Administrative or support
roles should be identified in PR-6 Work Breakdown Structure and the Financial Proposal, or
identified as an Indirect Cost expressed as Overhead, but the resource(s) do not have to be
evaluated under PR-10, Collective Team Experience as they will not be contributing directly to
the work .

Bidders are directed to review 1031-2 Contract Cost Principles section 03 Direct Costs, b. “Direct
Labour Costs,” section 04 Indirect Costs, subsection 1, and section 05 Allocation of Indirect
Costs for more information.

We have a question about collaborators. PR-8 includes the statement: Bidders should provide
evidence to support their claims, such as written letters of reference, agreements, or other
relevant documents from the collaborator(s);

Does this apply to external collaborators only (i.e. external to the Bidder’s organization) or
does it apply to ALL collaborators including collaborators internal to the Bidder’s organization
(i.e. any University of Toronto faculty)? How do you define “collaborators”? Would groups of
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faculty from the University of Toronto count as collaborators or do they all fall under the
primary (i.e. the Bidder’s) organization — which would be the University of Toronto?

A107 Collaborators is defined at article 5.8 Glossary / Definition of Part 5 of the Call for Proposal. We
do not distinguish between internal and external collaborators given the wide variety of
organizations that may be involved in proposals. The bidder should justify in their proposal
why/why not they are classifying internal groups or individuals as collaborators or not in the
context of their specific organization and project.
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