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Spectrum Supportability Documentation. 
 

General:  As required by the Radiocommunication Act: 
 

a.        All Radio Frequency (RF) equipment must be certified to ensure that minimum National Standards 
are met. This is done through the Certification (Spectrum Supportability) process where form 
DND 552 (discussed below) is submitted to DND FSM. No equipment is to be operated without 
equipment certification (or Spectrum Supportability). 

 
b. All Radio Frequency (RF) equipment must be licensed to obtain authority to transmit, except for 

Licence Exempt equipment (see Innovation Science and Economic Development (ISED) document 
RSS-210; http://strategis.ic.gc.ca ). This is done through "Licensing" where the necessary info is 
submitted to DND FSM. DND/DND FSM will apply for radio licensing but it is the applicant's 
responsibility to ensure that all documentation to support the application is provided 30 days in 
advance of any planned transmissions to allow DND/DND FSM sufficient time to obtain the 
necessary licences from ISED Canada. 
 

c.  More information on Spectrum Supportability and Licensing requirements and process can be 
found in DNDP 35, DND  "Management of the Radio Spectrum" (http://admim-smagi.mil.ca/en/it-
services/radio-spectrum-space/spectrum-management/dndp-35.page) 

Planned Spectrum Use.   

Each bidder shall provide a general description of their intended spectrum usage as a part of their 
proposal.  This description shall include as a minimum: intended frequency bands, number of 
channels required, approximate transmitting power, and approximate bandwidth requirements. 
The use of diagrams to facilitate system operation understanding is encouraged.   

Certification/Spectrum Supportability.  

All RF equipment must either already possess an ISED Technical Acceptance Certificate (TAC) or 
be capable of obtaining certification/Spectrum Supportability from DND/DND FSM and ISED.  
Spectrum Supportability is granted when DND RF equipment is found to be in conformity with 
National Spectrum Policy and Standards to ensure compatibility with existing RF equipment, both 
military and civilian, currently operating in the same frequency band.  National Spectrum Policy 
and Standards may be found on ISED’s website at:  http://strategis.ic.gc.ca 

Application for Spectrum Supportability.   

For each RF equipment (Transmitting and Receiving) in the proposal, the Contractor shall properly 
complete DND 552 Forms “Application for Spectrum Supportability”, and submit them as a 
deliverable item.  The values entered on the DND 552 forms shall be measured values.  
 

Where equipment is developmental, specified values may be substituted for measured values, 
and so indicated on the forms.  If the proposed equipment is in use by the United States military it 
may already have a US Department of Defence (DoD) Form 1494.  If available, a DoD 1494 form 
will be accepted by DND in lieu of a DND 552.   
Documentation of the intended spectrum usage must be provided by the contractor to the 
Government of Canada Contracting Authority with their bid submission.  No contract will be 
awarded unless and until DND/DND FSM determines if the equipment can be operated in Canada.  

 


