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PORTABLE NEAR-INFRA RED SPECTROMETRY (NIRS) DEVICE

Amendment 002 is raised to answer the questions received from the industry and revise annex A,
Statement of Requirement.

Q1. There is a specification about “replaceable battery” which we cannot meet; meaning, the battery
in our instrument is designed (like in a cell phone) to be factory replaced in case of failure, but it is not
user replaceable. It is a long lasting battery that provides 8-10 hours / day of use and can be recharged
via USB cable overnight. Would this be acceptable to the end user?

R1. Yes — Please refer to revised Annex A, Statement of Requirement.

Q2. Item #2: Must be portable for scanning standing crops in the field i.e. weighing < 2 kg. Is <=2kg
without battery acceptable?

R2. Yes <=2kg without battery acceptable? Please refer to revised Annex A, Statement of
Requirement.

Q3. Item #12: Must have and include one additional rechargeable battery with single time charge life
> 6 hours: Batteries such as Lithium-ion can have after charge life of 6 hours or more but it depends on
some factors such as operating temperature and usage, would this be acceptable?

R3. Yes it's acceptable. Please refer to revised Annex A, Statement of Requirement.
Delete in its entirety: Annex A, Statement of Requirement

Insert:
ANNEX "A"

STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENT
1. Objective:

The Forage breeding lab at the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), Lethbridge Research
and Development Centre is seeking to purchase a portable near-infra red spectrometry (NIRS)
device. The device will be used to scan the standing forage crops in the field for predicting the
nutritive value of the crops such as crude protein (CP), carbon content (CC), acid detergent fiber
(ADF), neutral detergent fiber (NDF), lipid, soluble carbohydrates and ash; without taking
cuttings or harming the plants in any way. To date, AAFC has been using a desktop based NIRS
machine which requires harvesting the sample, drying them, then grinding them and finally
scanning them. The new machine is expected to reduce amount of work necessary for scanning
the samples and ultimately save labor, time, and financial resources. More importantly it can be
done on standing plants in the nursery which will allow us to intercross selected plants by
eliminating undesirable plants from the nursery. We are looking for a device with following
minimum, mandatory specifications.

The work consists of supply, delivery and on-site or web-based training of the device for the
Forage breeding lab at the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), Lethbridge Research and
Development Centre.

All of the work must be completed on or before March 31, 2021.
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2. MINIMUM MANDATORY PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS

Refer to the Compliance Matrix for the complete performance specifications and instructions
that must be satisfied in order for a bid to be deemed responsive.

3. Delivery and Training
Delivery and on-site or web-based training of the device to be made available at:
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Lethbridge Research and Development Centre
5403 — 1 Avenue South
Lethbridge, AB
T1) 4B1

Contractor should liaise with the AAFC Procurement Authority to set up a date for the delivery,
and training of the device.

COMPLIANCE MATRIX — MINIMUM MANDATORY PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS

A complete list of the minimum mandatory performance specifications are detailed below in the
“Compliance Matrix”. Bidders are to clearly demonstrate compliance with each mandatory
specification.

1. Bidders must show compliance by addressing each performance specification in the Compliance
Matrix, whether the product offered “meets” or “doesn’t meet”.

2. Bidders are requested to indicate how they meet each performance specification by recording
this information under the Performance Specification Offered column in the Compliance Matrix.

3. It is requested that supporting technical documentation, including but not limited to,
specification sheets, technical brochures, photographs or illustrations be provided with the bid
at solicitation close and be cross-referenced on the Compliance Matrix for each performance
specification to outline where in the supporting technical documentation it demonstrates
compliance. It is the Bidders responsibility to ensure that the submitted supporting technical
documentation provides detail to prove that the proposed product(s) meet the requirements of
the Performance Specification. If published supporting technical document is not available, the
Bidder should prepare a written narrative complete with a detailed explanation of how its bid
demonstrates technical compliance.

4. If the supporting documentation referenced above has not been provided at bid
closing, the Contracting Authority will notify the Bidder that they must provide
supporting documentation within two (2) business days following notification. Failure
to comply with the request of the Contracting Authority within that time period, will
deem the bid non-responsive and the bid will be given no further consideration.

Page 2 of -de 9



Solicitation No. - N° de l'invitation Amd. No. - N° de la modif. Buyer ID - Id de I'acheteur

01586-200071/A 002 EDMO034
Client Ref. No. - N° de réf. du client File No. - N° du dossier CCC No./N° CCC - FMS No./N° VME
01586-200071 EDM-0-43076
5. Bidders must address any concerns with the performance specifications in written

detail to the Contracting Authority before bid closing as outlined in the Request for
Proposal (RFP) document.

Failure to meet each mandatory performance specification will result in the bid
being deemed non-responsive, and be given no further consideration.
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