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PROXIMITY SENSORS 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 BACKGROUND 
 
The National Research Council of Canada (NRC) is Canada's largest federal research and development (R&D) 
organization. The NRC partners with Canadian academia and industry to take research impacts from the lab to the 
marketplace, where people can experience the benefits. NRC collaborates on R&D projects with a large number of 
colleges, universities, hospitals and small and large companies; and provides advice and funding to over 8,000 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) annually. Our integrated partnerships and market-driven focus delivers 
innovation faster, enhances people's lives and addresses some of the world's most pressing problems. As a key 
organization of the Canadian Innovation system, we are responsive, creative and uniquely placed to invest in 
strategic R&D programming that will address urgent or predictable and critical issues for the future of the Canadian 
nation. 
 
NRC counts over 4,000 employees of which overs 2000 are scientists, engineers, technicians and other specialists. 
NRC has specialized facilities in 179 buildings located on 22 sites in 10 Provinces.  The majority of NRC employees 
are located in Ottawa. 
 
The overall goal of this Request for Information (RFI) is to engage industry and its suppliers in sharing technical 
information on the technology that is currently available on proximity sensors.   
 
NRC is considering to use proximity sensors in the future in order to keep its employee safe while on work site. 
 
 
1.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 
The purpose of this Request for Information (RFI) is to engage suppliers to: 
 
a) Provide industry with an early opportunity to assess, comment and suggest changes to the requirements; 
 
b) Determine the capability of suppliers to provide for the requirements; 
 
c) Obtain supplier feedback on any issues that would impact their ability to bid on the resulting 
    Solicitation and/or deliver on Canada’s requirements; 
 
d) Gather industry knowledge, expertise and recommendations with regard to best practices that would increase 
the success of the project and/or identify any risks that would impact the project. 
 
e) Enhance competition, access and fairness. 
 
 
1.3 NATURE OF THE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 
This RFI is not a bid solicitation and will not result in the award of any Contract or Standing Offer nor will 
this RFI result in the creation of a list of suppliers. Therefore, potential suppliers of any goods and services 
described in this RFI should not reserve stock or facilities, nor allocate resources, as a result of any 
information contained in this RFI. 
 
Whether or not a potential supplier responds to this RFI, it will not preclude that supplier from participating 
in any future procurement process. Also, this RFI will not necessarily result in the procurement of any of 
the services that it describes. It is simply intended to solicit feedback with respect to its content. 
Nothing in this RFI shall be construed as a commitment from the National Research Council Canada (NRC). NRC 
may use any non-proprietary information obtained as part of this review in the preparation of future requirements. 
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2.0 INSTRUCTIONS FOR RESPONDING TO THE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 
2.1 NATURE AND FORMAT OF RESPONSES REQUESTED 
 
The department is seeking input and responses to specific questions (refer to Annex A) from the industry and suppliers 
covering important elements of the requirement prior to proceeding with finalizing its procurement strategy. 
 
Respondents are invited to provide comments regarding the content of Annex A by completing and returning Annex A. 
Respondents should explain any assumptions they make in their interpretation of the requirements. 
 
 
2.2 RESPONSE COSTS 
 
NRC will not reimburse any respondent for expenses incurred in responding to this RFI. 
 
 
3.0 TREATMENT OF RESPONSES 

 
3.1 USE OF RESPONSES 
 
Responses will not be formally evaluated. However, the responses received may be used by NRC to develop or modify 
procurement strategies or any draft documents contained in this RFI. NRC will review all responses received by the RFI 
closing date. NRC may, in its discretion, review responses received after the RFI closing date. 
 
 
3.2 REVIEW TEAM 
 
A review team composed of representatives of NRC will review the responses. NRC reserves the right to hire any 
independent consultant, or use any Government resources that it considers necessary to review any response. Not all 
members of the review team will necessarily review all responses. 
 
 
3.3 CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
Respondents should indicate and mark any portions of their response that they consider proprietary or confidential. NRC 
will handle these portions in a confidential manner in accordance with the Access to Information Act of Canada. 
 
 
3.4 FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY 
 
NRC may, at its discretion, contact any respondents to follow up with additional questions or for clarification of any aspect 
of a response. NRC may, at its discretion agree to meet with respondents to provide respondents with the opportunity to 
present and/or demonstrate their capabilities in relation to this RFI. Respondents’ presentations are at no obligation to 
NRC and respondents will be responsible for all costs associated with NRC’s invitation to make a presentation. 
 
 
4.0 SUBMISSION OF RESPONSES 
 
4.1 IDENTIFICATION OF RESPONSE 

 
The vendor must provide a contact name, email address and telephone number when submitting their response.  
In the event that a response is not sufficiently clear, NRC reserves the right to seek additional information at their 
sole discretion.  
 
4.2 TIME AND PLACE FOR SUBMISSION OF RESPONSES 

 
Respondents are requested to submit responses by November 5, 2020, 2 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. The 
review of responses will begin after the date and time mentioned above. Responses received after that date may 
not be reviewed.  
  
Vendors are requested to submit responses to this RFI using the following e-mail address:  
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melody.ellis@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca  
 
 
4.3 ENQUIRIES 

 
Only enquiries which clarify the questions asked or feedback requested may be answered with respect to this RFI.  
All enquiries must be submitted via email to the attention of Melody Ellis at melody.ellis@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca  
 
 
4.4 OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 
  
Responses to this RFI are requested to be presented in either of the Official Languages of Canada 
(English or French). 

mailto:melody.ellis@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
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Annex A - RFI for Proximity Sensors 

1. Do you have a device for use at the workplace that can alert employees if physical distancing is 
not respected?  

2. In how many ways and how does your device notify you when physical distancing is not 
respected?   

3. Are the alerts, sounds/light/vibration, customizable? 
4. Can you set the physical distancing to various parameters? 
5. Which location on the body can your device be worn by the employees?  
6. What is the size, shape and weight of your device?  Can you provide a picture? 
7. Can your device be linked to a network or cloud application to provide data to the employer?  
8. What is the range capability of your device?   
9. Can your device prevent any false alarms? What is the general accuracy of the device? With 

regards to false negatives and false positives (rather than just false alerts). 
10. How is your device powered?  

a. Are the batteries rechargeable?  

b. Does your device require proprietary cables to recharge the batteries? 

c. How long does the battery last? 

11. What are the benefits of your device/system? 
12. Does the solution track/report on contacts between devices, for contract tracing in the event 

this is required? 
13. Are you planning technical enhancements to your device? 
14. What is the life cycle of your device? 
15. What is the turnaround time or availability of your product?  
16. What are the suggested retail price of your products? 
17. Please provide any other information you feel important to provide about your products in 

response to this RFI. 
 


