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Amendment 004 

The amendment 004 is raised to provide responses to questions received to-date. 

Questions and answers 

Question 4: As the lab we had been using that did AOAC Method 995.03 has closed, we are having a 
tough time finding another that can do it on this standard. Most labs have switched HPLC 
testing to the newer format of ASTA 21.3. 

Will this be acceptable as it gives the same result? 
 
Response 4: Test reports submitted using either AOAC 995.03 or ASTA 21.3 will be acceptable. 

Modifications 
Insert the following paragraph to Article 2. Applicable Documents of Annex “A”, Statement of 
Requirement: 

2.3 American Spice Trade Association 
ASTA method 21.3, 2004, Pungency of Capsicum and their oleoresins (HPLC method 
preferred). Revised October 2004. 

Delete paragraph 4.1.1.1 Spray, Operational of Annex “A”, Statement of Requirements, and insert the 
following: 

4.1.1.1 Spray, Operational – Use of the release mechanism must consistently deploy active 
ingredients in a homogenous concentration. The major capsaicinoid content must be 
1.33% ± 0.2% as measured using AOAC Method 995.03 or ASTA 21.3 High-Performance 
Liquid Chromatography (HPLC) method. All contents must be pressurized using a non-
flammable, electronic immobilization device compatible and non-ozone depleting 
propellant. Contents must be water soluble Oleoresin Capsicum (OC).  

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN UNCHANGED.


