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Solicitation Number: Amendment Number: Buyer ID:
E60ZR-192985/A 007 640EL

The purpose of Amendment number 007 is to:

- answer bidders’ questions; and
- amend the Request for Proposal (RFP).

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Question 41

The current state of the financial evaluation does not include a provision for the Variation in Resource
Rates By Level (see clause below). This clause is pretty standard and found in a majority of PWGSC Tier
2 solicitations. Without this clause bidders will be permitted to bid higher rates for level 2 and/or 1
resources than level 3. This creates an environment that allows for median rates to be manipulated in a
manner that does not reflect real market conditions.

Variation in Resource Rates By Level: Where the financial tables provided by Canada allow
different firm rates to be charged for different levels of experience within the same resource
category and time period, for any such resource category and time period:

(i) the rate bid for level three must be the same or higher than that bid for level two, and
(ii) the rate bid for level two must be the same or higher than the rate bid for level one.

Can PWGSC please confirm that it is acceptable to submit a financial bid where level 2 rates are higher
that level 3 in the same category?

Answer 41
No, it is not acceptable. Please refer to the RFP Amendment for the insertion of the following 2 clauses
under Article 3.3 Section II: Financial Bid:

(b) Variation in Resource Rates by Time Period; and
(c) Variation in Resource Rates by Level.

Question 42

For WS1 and WS2, M1, R1, and R2 requirements, one of our reference contracts is extended on a yearly
basis, with both parties signing the extension. Our client’s internal administrative process is to allocate a
new number to the contract extension each year. To be clear, the contract is not re-competed, nor
renegotiated, and there is no procurement process associated with the extension. Our client has agreed
to be a reference to us, as long as we show the different numbers they have internally allocated to the
agreement.

Would PSPC accept this as a compliant contract, providing we specify in our response how the different
numbers are associated to our client’s internal process?

Answer 42

To be deemed compliant, a contract must demonstrate compliance with the requirements identified in M1,
R1 and R2. The ‘Contract Period’ clause under a contract is used to determine the duration of a contract,
i.e., the initial contract period plus option period(s), if any, that can be exercised to extend the contract
end date. If a reference contract used to demonstrate the required experience was allocated a new
number to the contract each time it was extended, the bidders must prove that all contract extensions are
an extension of the reference contract by submitting the following with the bid:

1) The original contract with the Contract Period clause;

2) The contract amendment(s) identifying the contract extension(s) with the new number(s); and
3) A letter from the client to confirm the different extension numbers are in fact associated to the
reference contract.
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RFP AMENDMENT

1. At Article 3.3 Section Il: Financial Bid:
DELETE in its entirety.

INSERT:

3.3 Section Il: Financial Bid

(a) Pricing: Bidders must submit their financial bid in accordance with the Pricing Schedule provided
in Attachment “4.3”. The total amount of Applicable Taxes must be shown separately, if
applicable. Unless otherwise indicated, bidders must include a single, firm, all-inclusive per diem
rate quoted in Canadian dollars in each cell requiring an entry in the pricing tables.

(b) Variation in Resource Rates By Time Period: For any given resource category, where the
financial tables provided by Canada allow different firm rates to be charged for a resource
category during different time periods:

(i) the rate bid must not increase by more than 5% from one time period to the next, and

(ii) the rate bid for the same resource category during any subsequent time period must not
be lower than the rate bid for the time period that includes the first month of the Initial
Contract Period.

(c) Variation in Resource Rates By Level: Where the financial tables provided by Canada allow
different firm rates to be charged for different levels of experience within the same resource
category and time period, for any such resource category and time period:

(i) the rate bid for level three must be the same or higher than that bid for level two.

(d) All Costs to be Included: The financial bid must include all costs for the requirement described
in the bid solicitation for the entire Contract Period, including any option periods. The identification
of all necessary equipment, software, peripherals, cabling and components required to meet the
requirements of the bid solicitation and the associated costs of these items is the sole
responsibility of the Bidder.

(e) Blank Prices: Bidders are requested to insert "$0.00" for any item for which it does not intend to
charge or for items that are already included in other prices set out in the tables. If the Bidder
leaves any price blank, Canada will treat the price as "$0.00" for evaluation purposes and may
request that the Bidder confirm that the price is, in fact, $0.00. No bidder will be permitted to add
or change a price as part of this confirmation. Any bidder who does not confirm that the price for a
blank item is $0.00 will be declared non-responsive.

Note to Bidders: If Canada receives 4 or fewer Bids [the same number of bids as in the article
entitled “Phased Bid Compliance Process”] by the bid solicitation closing date, the above sub-
article entitled “Blank Prices” will not apply.

(f) Electronic Payment of Invoices — Bid: If you are willing to accept payment of invoices by
Electronic Payment Instruments, complete Attachment “3.2” Electronic Payment Instruments, to
identify which ones are accepted. If Attachment “3.2” Electronic Payment Instruments is not
completed, it will be considered as if Electronic Payment Instruments are not being accepted for
payment of invoices. Acceptance of Electronic Payment Instruments will not be considered as an
evaluation criterion.

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN UNCHANGED
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