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Letter of Interest (LOI) 
 

LUNAR EXPLORATION ACCELERATOR PROGARM (LEAP) 
SCIENCE INSTRUMENT 

 
 
1. Purpose and Nature of the Letter of Interest (LOI) 
 
Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC), on behalf of the Canadian Space Agency 
(CSA), is releasing this Letter of Interest (LOI) to inform industry of upcoming procurement activities related 
to the Lunar Exploration Accelerator Program (LEAP).   
 
The CSA would like to inform industry that in support of the science instrument project element of the LEAP 
portfolio, a Request for Proposal (RFP) is being planned for release by PWGSC in the Fall of 2021. In 
addition, the CSA would like to inform industry of the anticipated budget for the science instrument project 
element of the LEAP portfolio. PWGSC is not requesting any specific comments or feedback from industry 
as part of this LOI. 
 
This LOI is neither a call for tender nor an RFP. No agreement or contract will be entered into based on this 
LOI. The issuance of this LOI is not to be considered in any way a commitment by the Government of 
Canada, nor as authority to potential respondents to undertake any work that could be charged to Canada. 
This LOI is not to be considered as a commitment to issue a subsequent solicitation or award contract(s) 
for the work described herein. 
 
There will be no short-listing of potential suppliers for the purposes of undertaking any future work as a 
result of this LOI.  
 
2. Background Information: 
 
On February 28, 2019 the Government of Canada announced a new Lunar Exploration Accelerator 
Program, or LEAP, with an investment of $150M over five years. LEAP will support space technology 
development and in-space demonstration, as well as science missions. Its aim is to expand and prepare 
Canada’s space sector, particularly small and medium sized enterprises, for future exploration missions by 
offering technology development, science and mission opportunities in lunar orbit, on the Moon’s surface, 
or further into deep space. 
 
Further details on the LEAP program are available at the following link: https://www.asc-
csa.gc.ca/eng/funding-programs/programs/leap/about.asp. 
 
On May 7, 2020, PWGSC, on behalf of the CSA, released a Letter of Interest (LOI) to inform industry that 
an RFP for the Phase 0 activities portfolio was being planned for release by PWGSC in support of the 
science instrument project element of the LEAP portfolio. 



 

 
On June 26, 2020, PWGSC released an RFP on behalf of the CSA to acquire services to conduct Phase 0 
studies for the development of scientific instrument as part of LEAP. 
 
On September 21, 2020, the CSA presented an update of LEAP at an event held by the Satellite Canada 
Innovation Network. The presentation focused on ongoing elements of the LEAP Science & Technology 
Portfolio, including lunar science/technology payloads that are planned to be flown in collaboration with 
NASA’s Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) program.  Further details on this event and the LEAP 
update are available at the following link: https://www.satellitecanada.org/satcan-events. 
 
On November 26 and November 27, 2020, PWGSC, on behalf of the CSA, awarded six contracts to acquire 
services to conduct Phase 0 studies for the development of scientific instrument as part of LEAP. 
 
No further information is available to share with industry and academia at this time and any questions must 
only be submitted through PWGSC if and when an RFP is released. 
 
3. Potential Work Scope and Constraints: 
 
The scope of the LEAP lunar science instrument project is planned for one or maximum two instruments 
that would most likely be mounted on landers (maximum mass of 10 kg) and/or orbiters (maximum mass 
of 15 kg, to be confirmed), and/or potentially a lunar rover (maximum mass of 10 kg, to be confirmed). 
 
The objective of the Phase A work will be to demonstrate and confirm the feasibility, value and benefits of 
the instrument for a space mission to the Moon, and to demonstrate the validity of the mission requirements 
as well as the development of the system requirements.  Phases B, C, and D would be the preliminary, 
detailed and implementation phases respectively of the instrument project whereas Phase E would be the 
operations phase.  
 
It is anticipated that the overall budget will be limited to a maximum of $11M (Applicable Taxes extra) over 
4.5 years for phases A to E of the LEAP Science Instrument project excluding a $4M (Applicable Taxes 
extra) for science support requirements. This overall budget is for the Life Cycle Costs (LCC) of the entire 
mission, including design, building, testing, operating, maintaining and disposal. 
 
The above budget is provided for planning purposes only and is subject to change by Canada at any time. 
 
This LOI may be amended periodically as new information becomes available.  

The Canadian Content Policy is expected to apply to this requirement. If applicable, Canada intends to limit 
the requirement to Canadian goods and services.  

4. Schedule: 
 



 

The following schedule should be utilized as an anticipated baseline: 
 

 Letter of Interest (LOI):  Closing on September 30, 2021 
 RFP posting:  Fall 2021 
 Contract Award:  Winter 2022 
 Flight opportunities  To begin in 2024 (to be confirmed) 

 
The above schedule is provided for planning purposes only and is subject to change or cancellation by 
Canada at any time. 
 
5. Important Notes to Respondents: 
 
Any questions related to this LOI must only be directed to the PWGSC Contracting Authority, identified 
below, via email: 
 
Sameer Ali Abbasi 
Contracting Specialist 
Public Works and Government Services Canada 
Acquisitions Branch 
Space Programs and Procurement Directorate 
Address: 10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, Quebec 
K1A 0S5 
 
Telephone: 873-354-4921 
E-mail: sameerali.abbasi@tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca  
 
Changes to this LOI may occur and will be advertised on the Government Electronic Tendering System.  
Canada asks Respondents to visit Buyandsell.gc.ca regularly to check for changes, if any. 
 
 
 
 


