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REQUEST FOR STANDING OFFER (RFSO) 
Construction Laboratory Services 

 
 
AMENDMENT 003 
 
THE REQUEST FOR STANDING OFFER DOCUMENT IS MODIFIED AS MENTIONED BELOW: 
 
Tenderers are advised that the following “Answers to questions from bidders” and “clarifications” form integral part of the 
tender documents. 
 
 
1- Answers to questions from bidders 
 
Questions # 7 to 10 

Number Questions Answers 

#7 

In Section 3.2.4 Skills and experience of staff 
assigned to the project, the bidder must provide 
(p. 78) - Section 2.1 plus 5 CVs of project staff 
who will perform the majority of the work.  
Given that the mandate includes several GPO1 
Project Objectives (p.5) - geotechnical, building 
science and materials quality control, must 
provide no more than 5 CVs per discipline for a 
total of up to 15 CVs? 

We expect you to provide only 5 CVs that will be 
able to provide services for the majority of 
mandates, as mentioned in article 3.2.4 of Part 10. 
In section 3.2.2 "Team Approach / Management of 
Services," you will need to tell us how you will 
provide services for all the specialties listed in the 
Request for Standing Offer. 

#8 

Regarding the hourly rates of junior, 
intermediate and senior professionals (other 
than engineers), as well as those of junior and 
intermediate technicians, we note the absence 
of articles concerning them at the price slip. 

 To that end, will we get a modified slip 
where the articles about them will be 
included allowing the registration of the 
respective hourly rates? 

 Or, can you tell us on what basis we will 
have to evaluate their remuneration? 

Section 3.2.4.2.2.1 of Part 10 and Appendix A have 
been corrected, see correction below. The prices of 
resources not listed in this modified Appendix A will 
not be evaluated. 

#9 

In article GI13 LIMITATION OF SUBMISSIONS, 
you specify the following: An Offeror may not 
submit more than one offer.  This limitation also 
applies to the persons or entities in the case of a 
joint venture.  If more than one offer is received 
from an Offeror (or, in the case of a joint 
venture, from the persons or entities), all such 
offers shall be rejected and no further 
consideration shall be given. 
 
Considering that this mandate covers the 
Quebec region with the exception of the area 
covered by the by the Comprehensive Land 
Claims Agreements (CLCA) – James Bay and 
Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA), the Inuit 
zone and the Cree territory, we understand that 
it is not possible to submit a service offer for 
each of these areas.  
 

Please refer to article GI2 Introduction, point 3 for 
Zones 1a, 1b and 1c and I quote: “The offeror 
submitting an offer for zone 1, must submit prices for 
each of zones 1a, 1b and 1c.  Failure to submit a 
price for any of these zones will result in the bid 
being rejected for Zone 1.” 
 
The same offeror, if it complies with the guidelines 
for zones 2 and 3, may also submit a single or joint 
venture offer for each of these two (2) zones. 
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Thus, our company can only deposit in one of 
the areas proposed in this present invitation to 
tender.  Could you please validate our 
understanding?  

#10 

In part 10 – Submission Requirements and 
Evaluation (SRE), at article SRE 1 GENERAL 
INFORMATION, you specify that the Price 
Rating represents a proportion 30% of the total 
rating.  
 
In other similar Standing Offer for engineering 
services the price score represents a proportion 
of 10% of the total score and not 30%. 
 
Given that geotechnical services are in fact soil 
engineering, is it possible to modify the 
proportion attributable to the Price Rating in this 
mandate? 

No.  Each Request for Standing Offer is separate 
and we have determined that the ratio would be 
70% (technical) and 30% (financial) depending on 
the type of service. 

ERRATUM OF AMENDMENT 002 

Question #4 

At the request for standing offer,  in Article 2.1 - 
page 78 and 79, you mention that the 
professional staff assigned to the project must 
be an engineer, considering that for certain 
expertise, for example geoenvironment, the 
assigned professional is not an engineer, but 
rather a geologist or other professional, would it 
be possible to present, instead of an engineer, a 
professional member of his order and 
possessing the required expertise as well as the 
level of experience required in Article 2.2 of the 
quote? 

Section 3.2.4.2 of Part 10 has been amended, see 
correction below. It is now written "What the offeror 
must provide" and the choice was given to the 
bidder for the senior resource between an engineer 
or geologist. 

 
2- Document « Request for Standing Offer (RFSO) » 
 
PART 10 - SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION (SRE) 
 
SRE 3 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 
 

 3.1 Mandatory Requirements 
 
Delete: 
3.1.2 Licensing, Certification or Authorization 
The Offeror shall be authorized to provide engineering services and must include engineers licensed, or eligible to be 
licensed, certified or otherwise authorized to provide the necessary professional services to the full extent that may be 
required by provincial or territorial law in the province of Quebec. 
 
Replace by: 
3.1.2 Licensing, Certification or Authorization 
The Offeror shall be authorized to provide engineering services and must include engineers, geologists (if needed) and 
techniciens licensed, or eligible to be licensed, certified or otherwise authorized to provide the necessary professional 
services to the full extent that may be required by provincial or territorial law in the province of Quebec. 
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 3.2 Rated Requirements 
 
3.2.4 Skills and experience of staff assigned to the project 
 
Delete: 
2. What the Offeror should provide: 
 

2.1.b) Senior engineer 
 
Replace by: 
2. What the Offeror must provide: 
 
2.1.b) Senior engineer or geologist 
 
 

 APPENDIX A – Price Proposal Form 
 
Replace Appendix A for the following: 
 



N° de l'invitation - Solicitation No. N° de la modif - Amd. No.  Id de l'acheteur  - Buyer ID 
EE520-211659/A 003 mtc-790 
N° de réf. du client -  Client Ref. No. N° du dossier - File No. N° CCC / CCC No./ N° VME - FMS 

MTC-9-42343 
  

APPENDIX A – Price Offer Form 
(Amendment 003) 

Instructions 
 
 

1. Complete price Offer form and submit it in a separate section, with the Offeror's name, Solicitation Number, and 
the words "Price Offer Form" for each zone (1a, 1b, 1c, 2 and 3): 

 
 Zone 1a: Western Quebec: the following administrative regions of Quebec: Central Quebec, Eastern 

Townships, Lanaudière, Laurentides, Laval, Montérégie, Montreal, Outaouais (excluding the federal 
National Capital region) 
 

 Zone 1b: Eastern Quebec: the following administrative regions of Quebec: Bas St-Laurent, Capitale-
Nationale, Chaudière-Appalaches, Mauricie, Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean 

 
 Zone 1c: other administrative regions except zones 2 and 3. 

 
 Zone 2: set-aside for the Inuit Zone covered by the CLCA – James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement 

(JBNQA), as defined in TBS Contracting Policy Notice 1997-8 covering, but not limited to, the location of 
Kuujjuaq, Quebec. 

 
 Zone 3: set-aside for the Cree territory covered by the CLCA - James Bay and Northern Québec 

Agreement (JBNQA), as defined in TBS Contracting Policy Notice 1997-8 covering, without limitation, the 
Eastmain, Wemindgi and Waskaganish (Quebec) locations. 

 
2. The Offeror submitting an offer for Zone 1 must submit prices for each of Zones 1a, 1b and 1c. Failure to submit a 

price for any of these zones will result in the bid being rejected for Zone 1. 
   
3. Price Offers are not to include Applicable Taxes and will be evaluated in Canadian Dollars. 
   
4. Offerors are not to alter or add information to the form. 
   
5. In order to ensure that fair and competitive hourly rates are received for each of the positions listed, the following 

requirement must be strictly adhered to:  Offerors must provide an hourly rate for each listed position.  In the 
event that the firm consists of fewer personnel than listed, provide an hourly rate that corresponds with each 
position listed.  For the different engineer rates asked, the hourly rate provided must be equal to or greater than 
the hourly rate provided for the position listed below it.  For example, if the firm does not have an Intermediate 
Personnel, the hourly rate provided must be equal to or greater than the hourly rate provided for the Junior 
Personnel. The hourly rate for any given category of personnel cannot be $0 or nil value. Failure to insert an 
hourly rate for each position listed will render your Offer non-responsive. 

   
6. The hourly rates identified will be for the duration of the Standing Offer. In exceptional cases where a contract 

amendment was to be awarded after the end of Year 5 (Column D), the CPI rate would be applied to the 
personnel and testing rates in Column D for the amendment in question. 
 

7. Firms should note that they must calculate, in the hourly rates, travel and other expenses related to the provision 
of services for all resources within a radius of: 
 

 *50 km from the office of the firm - office closest to the site when the consultant does business from more 
than one address 

 *50 km from Place Bonaventure, Montreal; and 
 *50 km from 1550 d'Estimauville Avenue, Quebec 

 
For these other resources, for services to be provided outside this range, travel expenses (with the prior approval 
of the Departmental Representative) will be reimbursed in accordance with the National Joint Council Travel 
Directive. 
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*50 km along the most direct road. 
 
Columns B, C and D should show the fixed hourly rates or ratio rate for each category of staff or tests and multiply 
them by the weighting factor in column A (for evaluation purposes only). The subtotals of the AxB and AxC 
columns are then multiplied by the weighting factors identified for each period and the summed results for 
evaluation purposes. 
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