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Amendment 003 is being issued in order to address the following. 
 
Q.1 Can the hardgood items be removed from the RFQ or deemed optional? It is not possible to 

provide three years of pricing on filler metals and other items in the current climate.  
 
A.1 Items listed in Annex B, Appendix 1 are a firm requirement. 
 
 
Q.2  Are we able to negotiate some of clauses such as 1.6, 6.1 / Annex G and exclusionary clause to 

mutually agreeable terms? 
 
A.2 Terms and conditions for clauses 1.6 and 6.1 are non-negotiable. 
 
 
Q.3 Can more detailed information be provided on the number locations that participate in the standing 

offer? 
 
A.3 It is available for all federal government department, agency or Crown Corporation listed in 

Schedules I, I.1, II, III, of the Financial Administration Act, R.S., 1985, c. F-11 to participate.  See 
link for complete listing.  

 
Provincial users are listed in Part 7A, 7.6. 

 
 

Q.4  Can you provide the amount of cylinders held by each location or a total amount of 
cylinders?  Geographical Area function is not working in the Excel document can this be fixed? We 
would like to know how many cylinders are required for the scope of this standing offer.  

 
A.4  The volumetric data included in this pricing schedule are provided for bid evaluated price 

determination purposes only. They are not to be considered as a contractual guarantee. Their 
inclusion in this Pricing Basis does not represent a commitment by Canada that Canada’s future 
usage of the services/items described in the Request for Standing Offer will be consistent with this 
data. 

 
Geographical Area function in the Excel document works as intended. 

 
 

Q.5 Can the submission deadline be extended for 2 additional weeks – July 23rd, 2021?  
 
A.5 Solicitation period extended to July 23rd, 2021 
 
  
Q.6 Will the supplier awarded the standing offer be provided with a list of eligible locations? 
 
A.6 Standing offer is available to all federal government department, agency or Crown Corporation 

listed in Schedules I, I.1, II, III, of the Financial Administration Act, R.S., 1985, c. F-11.  See link for 
complete listing.  

 
Provincial users are listed in Part 7A, 7.6. 

 
 

Q.7 Grade 5.0 Liquid argon is not part of our standard offer.  Is liquid Argon grade 4.8 acceptable?  
 
A.7 All items listed in Annex B, Appendix 1 are firm requirements. 
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Q.8 Our company suggests using ICC (individual cylinder control technology) to help manage 

inventory instead of conducted a yearly inventory of cylinders as requested in clause E.2. A 
detailed report by ship-to location can be made available to Public Works and Government 
Services Canada to that effect. Please confirm this would be acceptable?  

 
E.2 Yearly Inventory of cylinders - for the Department of National Defence, Royal Military College 
(RMC), Kingston, Ontario As and when requested, the Offeror may be requested to provide a 
yearly inventory count of cylinders on site at the Royal Military College, by conducting an annual 
audit most likely coinciding with the anniversary of the contract start date, to verify individual 
customer account balances, and then base individual customer account lease renewal billing on 
the audit.  
 

A.8 Management and audit of cylinders will be as per Annex B, E.2 
 
 
 E.2 Yearly Inventory of cylinders - for the Department of National Defence, Royal Military College 

(RMC), Kingston, Ontario  
 

As and when requested, the Offeror may be requested to provide a yearly inventory count of 
cylinders on site at the Royal Military College, by conducting an annual audit most likely coinciding 
with the anniversary of the contract start date, to verify individual customer account balances, and 
then base individual customer account lease renewal billing on the audit. 
 

Q.9 Our company can not promise delivery within 24 hours of receipt of call-up. Delivery time depends 
on the products ordered and the delivery location. Can you modify/remove this clause? 

 
ANNEX "A" REQUIREMENT 1. Supply and delivery of compressed gases and associated welding 
supplies as detailed in Annex B, C and D. 2. All gas cylinders supplied must be fitted with and 
conform to the most recent Canadian Gas Association (CGA) standards. 3. Cylinders must be 
equipped with valves sealed with Teflon tape as opposed to using thread sealing compound, i.e. 
pipe dope. 4. It is anticipated that weekly delivery may be requested. Delivery must take place 
within 24 hours of receipt of call-up. 
 

A.9 As per Annex A, 4. Delivery must take place within 24 hours of receipt of call-up. 
 
 
Q.10 Our company invoice rental monthly and does not use a demurrage charge as mentioned in 

C1.  Would you consider changing the monthly rental to reflect our company’s rental structure? 
 

Cylinder Demurrage Bidders are to quote on the following two methods detailed at C.1 and C.2 
below. Both methods will be included in the evaluation. The client has the option to use either one 
of the following demurrage options: C.1 Demurrage Charges: Per Day - The Offeror owned 
cylinders are loaned free of charge for a period of thirty days, after which time a charge per 
cylinder per diem applies. Cylinders are to be returned to the Offeror's nearest warehouse, 
transportation charges included. It is anticipated that usage may range anywhere between 1 to 
400 cylinders per day per client. 
 

A.10 Invoicing as per call-up per Annex B, C.1. 
 

 
Q.11 Our company can invoice Annually. However this is not the most effective way for Public Works 

and Government Services Canada to manage their cylinders rental costs. 
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C.2 Demurrage Charges: Annual Prepaid Leasing - Annual Prepaid Leasing Plan based on annual 
demurrage. Cylinders may be rented for a twelve (12) month period on a flat rate to be fixed by the 
Offeror, based on the average monthly holding during the period. Lease plans for approximately 
the following cylinders, per client. a. 1 - 50 cylinders /year b. 51 - 100 cylinders /year c. 101 - 150 
cylinders /year d. 151 - 200 cylinders /year e. 201 - 250 cylinders /year f. 251 - 300 cylinders /year 
g. 301 - 350 cylinders /year h. 351 - 400 cylinders /year C.2.1 For evaluation purposes the sum 
total of all annual prepaid leasing categories will be used. 
 

A.11  Invoicing as per call-up per Annex B, C.2. 
 

 
Q.12  Our company cannot agree to this clause as is.  Is the government willing to make optional users 

mutually agreeable?   
 

1.5 Disclosure of information – Optional Users The following definitions apply to this provision only: 
“Optional Users” are MASH entities that have not been authorized by their respective provinces to 
issue Call-Ups under the Standing Offer. “MASH entities” are municipal, academic institutions, 
schools and hospital sectors of a province. They can include regional, local, district or other forms 
of municipal government, school boards, publicly funded academic, health and social service 
entities, as well as any corporation or entity owned or controlled by one or more of the preceding 
entities. 
 

A.12  These terms and conditions are non-negotiable. 
 

 
Q.13 T&C’s for this EPS solution are not included in this RFQ and will have to be negotiated between 

our company and Public Works and Government Services Canada  
 

1.6 Anticipated migration to an e-Procurement Solution (EPS) Canada is currently developing an 
online EPS for faster and more convenient ordering of goods and services. In support of the 
anticipated transition to this system and how it may impact any resulting Standing Offer that is 
issued under this solicitation, refer to 7.15 Transition to an e-Procurement Solution (EPS). The 
Government of Canada’s press release provides additional information. 
 
7.13 Transition to an e-Procurement Solution (EPS) During the period of the Standing Offer, 
Canada may transition to an EPS for more efficient processing and management of individual 
call-ups for any or all of the SO’s applicable goods and services. Canada reserves the right, at its 
sole discretion, to make the use of the new e-procurement solution mandatory. Canada agrees to 
provide the Offeror with at least a three-month notice to allow for any measures necessary for the 
integration of the Offer into the EPS. The notice will include a detailed information package 
indicating the requirements, as well as any applicable guidance and support. If the Offeror 
chooses not to offer their goods or services through the e-procurement solution, the Standing 
Offer may be set aside by Canada. 

 
A.13 There are no terms and conditions to be provided for anticipated migration to an EPS, there is 

nothing to negotiate. 
 

 
ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN UNCHANGED 

 


