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  UNCLASSIFIED - NON CLASSIFIÉ 
1. Purpose and Nature of the RFI Process 

This is the first of multiple potential engagement activities planned under this RFI process. 

Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC) is requesting Industry feedback regarding the Advanced 
Improvised Explosive Device Detection and Defeat (AIEDDD) Project, for the Department of National 
Defence.   

The closing date on the front page of this RFI is not the intended closing date. This RFI is to remain 
open until a formal solicitation process is released in the future. PSPC intends to release future engagement 
activity(ies) through independent RFI document(s), however under the same requirement number (W8476-
226486). Each subsequent RFI document(s) will clearly identify the information Canada is requesting and 
the requested Industry response date.  
 
Annex “A” Questions for Industry is attached to this RFI. Industry is requested to review these questions 
and provide answers to the PSPC Contracting Authority identified under Article 5, on or before Friday, 
December 17th, 2021. 

The purpose of this RFI is to provide industry with an early opportunity to assess and comment on technical 
requirements, and later potentially obtain cost estimates in a future RFI, in order to maximize best value to 
Canada, while reducing potential problems when the bid solicitation is posted.  This feedback will assist 
Canada in finalizing the requirements, and the RFI information herein will also provide potential Contractors 
an update on the procurement in preparation for the eventual bid solicitation. 
 
This purpose of this RFI format is to: 

a. provide a continuous single point of official project communication with industry; 
b. collaborate with industry on the technical elements of the requirement;  
c. answer questions from industry to ensure all interested participants receive the same information; 
d. provide schedule updates; and 
e. hold industry meetings and engagement activities, as necessary. 

The objective of this RFI process is to: 

a. ensure Canada’s expectations for engagement are clear and easy for Industry to understand; 
b. foster innovation and deliver the best solution possible for Canada; 
c. fully understand potential AIEDDD solutions the market has to offer and leverage Industry expertise; 
d. to develop an efficient and effective procurement strategy that achieves the project’s objectives and 

best value to Canada; 
e. proactively communicate Canada’s commitment to acquire and support a AIEDDD capability through a 

fair, open, transparent, and competitive procurement process; 
f. communicate timely, relevant, and easy-to-understand information to ensure suppliers understand what the 

procurement process aims to achieve and how they can participate; 
g. foster productive and positive working relationships with the AIEDDD supplier community to ensure the 

project’s objectives are achieved; 
h. advise Industry of potential engagement activities such as Industry Day events, site visits one-on one 

meetings and other potential engagement activities. 



If there is any discrepancy between the English and French document, the English document takes 
precedence. 

W8476-226486/A  
Advanced Improvised Explosive Device Detection and Defeat (AIEDDD) Project 

Request for Information (RFI) Process 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

  UNCLASSIFIED - NON CLASSIFIÉ 
This RFI process is not a Request for Proposal (RFP). No agreement or contract will be 
entered into based on this RFI process. The issuance of this RFI process is not to be considered in any way 
a commitment by Canada, nor as authority to potential Respondents to undertake any work that could be 
charged to Canada. This RFI process is not to be considered as a commitment to issue a subsequent 
solicitation or award contract(s) for the work described herein. 
 
Although the information collected may be provided as commercial-in-confidence (and, if identified as 
such, will be treated accordingly by Canada), Canada may use the information to assist in drafting 
performance specifications (which are subject to change) and for budgetary purposes. 
 
Respondents are encouraged to identify, in the information they share with Canada, any information 
that they feel is proprietary, third party or personal information. Please note that Canada may be 
obligated by law (e.g. in response to a request under the Access of Information and Privacy Act) to 
disclose proprietary or commercially-sensitive information concerning a respondent (for more 
information: http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/a-1/. 

Respondents must be aware that aspects of their response may be used as a basis for modifying draft 
documents as Canada prepares for any potential future procurement(s). 
 
Respondents are asked to identify if their response, or any part of their response, is subject to the 
Controlled Goods Regulations. 
 
Participation in this RFI process is encouraged, but is not mandatory. There will be no short-listing of 
potential suppliers for the purposes of undertaking any future work as a result of this RFI. Similarly, 
participation in this RFI is not a condition or prerequisite for the participation in any potential 
subsequent solicitation. 
 
Respondents will not be reimbursed for any cost incurred by participating in this RFI process. 
 
Changes to this RFI may occur and will be advertised on the Government Electronic Tendering System. 
 
Canada asks Respondents to visit Buyandsell.gc.ca regularly to check for changes, if any. 

2. Background Information 

The Canadian Armed Forces requires an operationally capable, technically advanced, sustainable, and 
deployable Counter Explosive Threat capability to ensure the freedom of movement of personnel and 
equipment across all types of terrain in support of the missions assigned by Canada. See Annex “A”, 
Questions for Industry, for more information. 
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3. Potential Scope and Constraints 

3.1 National Security Exception 
 
In regards to national security interests, at this time, Canada believes it will not likely invoke its right under 
national and international trade agreements, and not use a National Security Exception (NSE) for this 
procurement.   
 
3.2  Industrial and Technological Benefits Policy 
 
The Industrial and Technological Benefits (ITB) Policy, including value proposition, will not apply to the 
AIEDDD Project.  Any potential winning Bidder(s) will not be required to undertake business activities in 
Canada equal to the value of any resultant contract(s). 
 
4.  Schedule 

Canada is finalizing the procurement schedule which will be communicated under a future RFI amendment. 
 
5.  Contracting Authority 

Interested Respondents may submit their responses, via email, to the PSPC Contracting Authority identified 
below: 
 
Melanie Martyn 
Supply Team Leader 
Defence and Marine Procurement Branch 
Public Services and Procurement Canada / Government of Canada 
melanie.martyn@tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca 
Tel: 873-353-9481 
 
6.  Questions Submitted by Industry 
 
All enquiries and other communications related to this RFI process shall be directed exclusively, via email, to 
the PSPC Contracting Authority identified above. While Canada intents to respond to Industry questions by 
releasing answers periodically through subsequent RFI amendments, responding to questions will be 
handled on a best effort basis. 
 
Often Canada may not be in a position to answer certain questions because requirements may not yet 
be finalized on various aspects of the requirement. Unanswered questions are still very valuable 
feedback as it allows Canada to see where Industry may have concerns, or where a different approach 
to a requirement may be possible. 
 
As Industry feedback is submitted and reviewed for consideration over the course of the RFI process, 
Canada intends to periodically release updated versions of various draft RFP documents. These updated 
documents often answer questions submitted by Industry. 
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7.  Additional Information Requests 
 
Throughout this RFI process, Public Service and Procurement Canada may request additional information, 
clarifications or site visits from Respondents. 
 
8.  Fairness Monitor 
 
Canada has not engaged the services of a Fairness Monitor for this RFI process. Any resultant 
solicitation(s)/contract(s) that may be established from this RFI process may required the services of a 
Fairness Monitor, but shall be determined at that time, on a case-by-case basis. 
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ANNEX “A” 

QUESTIONS FOR 
INDUSTRY 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
1. Submission of Responses 
2.  Industry Information Session 
3.  Industry Responses  
 

3.1 Response Format 
 3.2 Language of Response 

3.3 Response Parameters 
 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
 
1. General  
2. Technical Requirements 
3.       Additional Comments  
 
ANNEX A - Requirements for Unmanned Ground Vehicle System (UGVS) 
 
ANNEX B - Requirements for Mini Unmanned Aerial System (MUAS) 
 
ANNEX C - Requirements for Hyperspectral Imagery Payload for Blackjack 
 
ANNEX D.1 and ANNEX D.2 - Requirements for High Energy Laser (HEL) System 
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Administrative Matters 
 
1.0 Submission of Responses 
 
It is requested that responses are submitted by e-mail to the Contracting Authority. 

Responses submitted should be in either Microsoft Word or searchable PDF.  Please note that PSCP has an 
email limit of 20mb so every attempt should be made to compress large files. 
 
It is requested that Respondents provide their entire response in one submission, unless it surpasses 20mb, 
at which point multiple emails may be required. If this is the case, please ensure clear delineation of each 
submission. 
 
The Respondent’s name, return address and RFI solicitation number should be clearly visible on the 
response(s).  Responses to this RFI will not be returned. 
 
2.0 Industry Information Session 
 
Should Respondents be interested in an information session, or a one on one meeting, then that should be 
requested in their response to PSCP. 
 
3.0 Industry Responses  
 
3.1 Response Format 
 
For ease of use, and in order that the greatest value be gained from responses, Canada requests 
Respondents follow the structure outline under ‘Technical Requirements’, below.  There is no page limit on 
the information to be provided.  
 
3.2 Language of Response 
 
Responses may be in English or French, at the preference of the Respondent.  
 
3.3 Response Parameters 
 
Respondents are reminded that this is an RFI and not a bid solicitation and, in that regard, Respondents 
should feel free to provide their comments, concerns, and, where applicable, alternative recommendations 
on how the requirement may be satisfied.  Also, in responding to this RFI, Respondents are asked to clearly 
explain any assumptions they may wish to make. 
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Technical Requirements  
Respondents are requested to provide comments/feedback on the following information:   
1.0 General 
 

 A brief corporate profile of the respondent (or the actual or intended respondent consortium) including name 
and phone number of a contact person, and an indication of level of interest in a potential Solicitation in 
whole or in part. 
 
2.0 Technical Requirements  
Technical requirements and/or industry questions are provided on five (5) Excel spreadsheets (in PDF 
format), and we ask that responses to these be provided back on those spreadsheets. Canada will not 
provide the Excel spreadsheets in original format. 
 

ANNEX A - Requirements for Unmanned Ground Vehicle System (UGVS) 
 
ANNEX B - Requirements for Mini Unmanned Aerial System (MUAS) 
 
ANNEX C - Requirements for Hyperspectral Imagery Payload for Blackjack 
 
ANNEX D.1 and ANNEX D.2 - Requirements for High Energy Laser (HEL) System  
 
3.0 Additional Comments  
Are there any additional comments and/or concerns with respect to this proposed procurement that has not 
been addressed elsewhere? If so, what alternative solution(s) would address your concern(s) 

Respondents should provide their comments/concerns with their response submissions. 
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