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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
AMENDMENT 004 

 

This amendment is raised to answer the following questions and to make changes to the RFP. 

 

The bid closing date is hereby extended to December 10, 2021 at 2:00 pm Eastern Standard Time (EST) 
 
 

  
Questions and Answers 

 
Q6 

 
 

The RFP indicates that “…(PSPC) will retain the services of an architectural entity with engineering disciplines,”. Is there a 
requirement for the engineering sub consultants to form a joint venture with the architectural discipline? Can the architectural 
proponent retain engineering disciplines from other companies? 

A6 It is up to the Proponent to determine its organizational structure (single entity or joint venture) when bidding on this RFP. Proponent 
should refer to:  
 

 The requirements of the Consultant Team described under SRE 3.1.2 and Appendix A.  
 

 PROPONENT INSTRUCTIONS (Pi) PI1 INTRODUCTION 1); 
Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC) intends to retain an individual consulting firm, or joint venture, to 
provide professional services to modernize laboratory facilities as part of a program of work related to the Laboratories 
Canada (LC) Initiative. 
 

 PI7 JOINT VENTURE; 
 
 

Q7 Does PWGSC require the Prime Team to be a JV of architectural and engineering service providers, or is it permissible to submit a 
proposal with just an architectural firm as the Prime Lead with all engineers as subconsultants? 

A7 Please refer to: 
 The requirements of the Consultant Team described under SRE 3.1.2 and Appendix A.  

 
 PROPONENT INSTRUCTIONS (PI) PI1 INTRODUCTION 1); 

Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC) intends to retain an individual consulting firm, or joint venture, to 
provide professional services to modernize laboratory facilities as part of a program of work related to the Laboratories 
Canada (LC) Initiative. 

 
Q8 Where can I find the details and specs for the followings? 

 
 

 
 

A8 Please refer to  RDS- 029-01 of Appendix E of Detailed Functional Program provided in Appendix I of this Project Brief. 
 

Q9 We understand the importance of a sustainable future and are committed to meeting PWGSC’s sustainability goals. With respect to 
the requirements for Project C – Performance Based Building – the requirements for “Sustainable design performance where loads 
are significantly reduced through design achieving, or ready to achieve, net zero carbon emissions and net zero energy” is relatively 
recent in Canada and there are a limited number of completed projects in Canada that meet these requirements. To open the local 
competition to a wider group of firms, would PWGSC consider reducing the requirement for 50% of its construction completed to a 
project in which construction has commenced? 
 
In addition, to allow for more projects to be considered for the performance-based building project, would PWGSC consider reducing 
the construction value to $25M ? 
 

A9 With respect to section 3.2.1 Experience and Achievements of the Proponent, Project C – Performance Based Building, PWGSC is: 
- Removing the requirement for net zero energy; 
- Replacing the requirement for having 50% of its construction completed with having completed Design Development; and 
- Reducing the cost of construction to $25M.  

 
Please refer to Amendment 003 for additional information on the revised sustainability targets. 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Q10  

Under 3.2.1 Experience and Achievements of the Proponent, c) Performance-based building project, iv. Has completed at least 50% 
of its construction - as net zero carbon emissions and net zero energy standards are still in their infancy in terms of adoption, this will 
significantly limit the pool of eligible candidate firms. Will PWGSC consider projects that are currently in design or in the early phases 
of construction? 
 

A10 With respect to section 3.2.1 Experience and Achievements of the Proponent, Project C – Performance Based Building, PWGSC is 
reducing the requirement for 50% if its construction to having begun the design. 
 
Please refer to Amendment 003 for additional information on the revised sustainability targets. 
 

Q11 We respectfully request a 2 week extension to the 29 NOVEMBER 2021 closing date. 
 

A11 The RFP closing date will be extended up to December 10, 2021 

Q12 In order to incorporate recent lessons-learned and provide a thoughtful response, and in light of a key team holiday, we would like to 
request a 2-week extension to the submission deadline and question period of this pursuit. 
 

A12 The RFP closing date will be extended up to December 10, 2021 

Q13 For the purposes of this RFP in section 3.2.1 Experience and Achievements of the Proponent, Proposants are required to submit a 
performance-based project.  
 
Considering that the Zero Carbon Building (ZCB) certification is relatively new and that very few large scale buildings have been 
certified, would SPAC consider a building valued at less than $50M? 
 
Considering that the Zero Carbon Building (ZCB) certification is relatively recent and that very few buildings have been certified, 
would SPAC consider a building that is at the end of the design process and for which construction has not yet begun? 
 
Considering that the Zero Carbon Building (ZCB) - Design certification only requires modelling a carbon footprint, would PSPC 
consider a building with near-zero emissions, without having been confirmed in performance? 
 
Furthermore, in reading Addendum 2, which substantially increases the development of our technical proposal, is it possible to 
postpone the submission of this tender? 
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt response to our questions. 

A13 With respect to section 3.2.1 Experience and Achievements of the Proponent, Project C – Performance Based Building, PWGSC is: 
- Removing the requirement for net zero energy; 
- Replacing the requirement for having 50% of its construction completed with having completed Design Development; and 
- Reducing the cost of construction to $25M.  

 
Please refer to Amendment 003 for additional information on the revised sustainability targets. 
 
The RFP closing date will be extended up to December 10, 2021. 
 

 

Changes to the RFP: 

At section 3.2.1 Experience and Achievements of the Proponent, Scale 1, row 4 
 
Delete: 

3.2.1 
3.d) 

Does not meet the 
minimum 
characteristics of a 
complex d project 
or a 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-
based building 
project 

Construction cost 
is � $150M but  
< $175M for a 
complex project or 
� $50M but 
< $60M for 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-
based building 
project 

Construction cost 
is � $175M but  
< $200M for a 
complex project or 
� $60 but 
< $70M for 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-
based building 
project 

Construction cost 
is � $200M but  
< $225M for a 
complex  project or 
� $70M but 
< $80M for 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-
based building 
project 

Construction cost 
is � $225M but  
< $250M for a 
complex project or 
� $80M but 
< $90M for 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-
based building 
project 

Construction cost 
is � $250M for a 
complex project or 
� $90M for a 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-
based building 
project 

10 points 
per 
project; 
 
Total: 30 
points 

 
Replace with: 

3.2.1 
3.d) 

Does not meet the 
minimum 
characteristics of a 
complex d project 
or a 
science/research-
based project or a 
performance-based 
building project 

Construction cost 
is � $150M but  
< $175M for a 
complex project or 
� $50M but 
< $60M for 
science/research-
based project or 
� $25M but 
< $35M for a 
performance-based 
building project 

Construction cost 
is � $175M but  
< $200M for a 
complex project or 
� $60 but 
< $70M for 
science/research-
based project or 
� $35M but 
< $45M for a 
performance-based 
building project 

Construction cost 
is � $200M but  
< $225M for a 
complex  project or 
� $70M but 
< $80M for 
science/research-
based or 
� $45M but 
< $55M for a 
performance-based 
building project 

Construction cost is 
� $225M but  
< $250M for a 
complex project or 
� $80M but 
< $90M for 
science/research-
based project or 
� $55M but 
< $65M for a 
performance-based 
building project 

Construction cost is 
� $250M for a 
complex project or 
� $90M for a 
science/research-
based project or 
� $65M for a 
performance-based 
building project 

10 points 
per 
project; 
 
Total: 30 
points 

 

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME. 


