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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Note to Bidders:

There are no security requirements associated with responding to this RFI. However, any future
procurement may include a security requirement as mandatory criteria at time of bid submission.

For more information about security requirements governing contracts, visit the Canadian Industrial
Security Directorate website at http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/esc-src/index-eng.html.

Bidders should be aware that Canada is not obligated to delay the award of a contract if a bidder
does not meet the mandatory security requirements prior to contract award.

1.

Objective of this Request for Information

Canada, as represented by the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG), a Special Operating Agency of
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), with the assistance of Public Services and Procurement
Canada (PSPC), intends to use this Request for Information (RFI) to consult the industry on the
following:

a)

To obtain industry’s input on candidate vessels, associated costs and other considerations to
enable Canada to assess the viability of chartering services for an Interim Science Vessel (ISV)
capable of hydrographic and oceanographic science work in Canada’s east coast;

To provide industry with an early opportunity to assess and comment on proposed ways
forward in order to maximize best value to Canada during a possible, subsequent Request
for Proposal (RFP) phase and to solicit feedback and recommendations on any issues that
would impact a supplier’s ability to fulfill the requirement;

To solicit industry knowledge and expertise regarding best practices towards a successful
outcome for this procurement project;

To gauge the feasibility of the proposed Indigenous Participation Component (IPC) as part of
the Interim Science Vessel project in order to meet the Government of Canada’s
commitments of advancing Indigenous socio-economic development through federal
contracting opportunities; and

To gauge how the solutions proposed by industry will provide opportunities that would allow
Canada to improve conditions for investment, enhance Canada's innovation performance,
increase Canada's share of global trade and build a fair, efficient and competitive
marketplace as part of the Interim Science Vessel project.

Whether or not any potential supplier responds to this RFI will not preclude that supplier from
participating in any future procurement in this matter. Also, the procurement of any goods or services
described in this RFI will not necessarily follow or result from this RFI.
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2. Background Information

The CCG is seeking information regarding a potential charter of an Interim Science Vessel to conduct
the work previously performed by the CCGS Hudson. The CCGS Hudson is at the end of its service
life and its replacement vessel remains in construction.

The CCGS Hudson entered into service with the CCG in 1963 and has been a key platform for
Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s oceanographic and hydrographic science program. The vessel is
based at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.

In 2010, the Government of Canada announced the National Shipbuilding Strategy to renew
Canada’s federal fleet of combat and non-combat vessels. Included in this strategy was the plan to
replace the CCGS Hudson with an Offshore Oceanographic Science Vessel (OOSV). The project
was awarded to Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards Co. Ltd. in Vancouver, British Columbia.

The CCGS Hudson has undergone repair and refits in recent years. The objective of this work was to
prolong the service life of the vessel until the delivery of the OOSV. In November 2021, the CCGS
Hudson had a failure of its starboard propulsion motor which placed the vessel out of service.

Repairs would not be economical and further investment may not allow it to return to reliable service.
On January 19, 2022, the CCG announced that the CCGS Hudson would be decommissioned. Since
the replacement vessel, the OOSV, will not be delivered for a further period of time, the CCG is
investigating the possibility of chartering an Interim Science Vessel to maintain the continuity of
Canadian scientific research on the east coast.

3. Procurement Process

The following steps are currently planned in this procurement process but are subject to change:

Task Completion
RFI #1 Release Spring 2022

*RFI #2 Release (Draft RFP) Fall 2022
RFP Release Winter 2023
Contract Award Spring 2023

*Canada reserves the right not to release RFI #2 (Draft RFP) and proceed directly to the release of
the Request for Proposal (RFP) or any other procurement process.

4. Nature of Request for Information

This is not a bid solicitation. This RFI will not result in the award of any contract. As a result, potential
suppliers of any goods or services described in this RFI should not reserve stock or facilities, nor
allocate resources, as a result of any information contained in this RFI. Nor will this RFI result in the
creation of any source list. Therefore, whether or not any potential supplier responds to this RFI will
not preclude that supplier from participating in any future procurement. Also, the procurement of any
of the goods and services described in this RFI will not necessarily follow this RFI. This RFI is merely
intended to solicit feedback from industry with respect to the matters described in this RFI.
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5. Contents of this RFI

Some of the documents referred to in this RFI remain in development and respondents should not
assume that new clauses or requirements will not be added to any bid solicitation that may ultimately
be published by Canada. Nor should respondents assume that none of the clauses or requirements
will be deleted or revised. Comments regarding any aspect of the documents are welcome.

6. Nature of Responses Requested

The attached Annexes B, C, D, E, and F provide further context on CCG’s requirement. Annex B
provides a template of capabilities/questions which is recommended to describe the proposed
solution. Annex C and D provide a list of general questions that will provide important information to
Canada for a potential procurement process.

In Annex E, respondents should identify any opportunities that would allow Canada to improve
conditions for investment, enhance Canada's innovation performance, increase Canada's share of
global trade and build a fair, efficient and competitive marketplace as part of the Interim Science
Vessel project.

In Annex F, respondents should identify any potential use of the Indigenous Participation Component
(IPC) as part of the Interim Science Vessel project.

The questions in Annex B, C, D, E, and F are not meant to limit industry’s proposals or approaches in
providing interim measures and are rather framed to allow CCG to better understand what is possible,
in what timeframe, at what cost and under which considerations.

Respondents are encouraged to provide as much information about a candidate vessel as they have
readily available to give Canada a comprehensive understanding of the vessel’s capacity and
configuration.

7. Response Costs

Canada will not reimburse any respondent for expenses incurred in responding to this RFI.
Respondents will have no claim for damages, compensation, loss of profit, or allowance arising out of
providing answers and comments to this RFI.

8. Enquiries

This is not a bid solicitation, therefore Canada will not necessarily respond directly to enquiries in
writing or by circulating answers to all potential suppliers. However, respondents with questions
regarding this RFI may direct their enquiries to the following Contracting Officer no less than 5 days
prior to the RFI closing date:

Contracting Officer: Erik Martin
Supply Team Leader
Major Marine Construction Sector (MMCS)
Public Services and Procurement Canada
E-mail Address: erik.martin@pwgsc-tpsgc.gc.ca

Canada may summarize the feedback received and inform industry on www.buyandsell.gc.ca
regarding how industry’s questions, ideas, solutions, etc., have been considered.
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9. Treatment of Responses

Canada will review all responses received pursuant to this RFI.

a)

d)

Use of Responses: Responses will not be formally evaluated. However, the responses
received may be used by Canada to develop or modify procurement strategies or the
requirements contained in this RFI. Canada will review all responses received by the RFI
closing date. Canada may, in its discretion, review responses received after the RFI closing
date.

Review Team: A review team composed of representatives of Canada will review the
responses. Canada reserves the right to hire any independent consultant or use any
Government resources that it considers necessary to review any response. Not all members
of the review team will necessarily review all responses.

Confidentiality: Respondents are encouraged to identify, in the information they share with
Canada, any information that they consider to be proprietary or confidential. Canada will
handle the responses in accordance with the Access to Information Act and the Privacy Act.
Canada will not disclose proprietary or commercially sensitive information concerning
respondents or third parties, except and only to the extent required by law. For more
information, please see http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/a-1/.

Follow-up Activity: Canada may, in its discretion, contact any respondent(s) to follow up with
additional questions or for clarification of any aspect of their response. This follow-up may take
place as face-to-face meetings, videoconferences, teleconferences or email.

10.Format of Responses

a)

Cover Page: Respondents are requested to indicate on the front cover page of each volume
or volumes the title of the response, the solicitation number, the volume number and the full
legal name of the respondent.

Title Page: The first page of each volume of the response, after the cover page, should be the
titte page, which should contain:

the title of the respondent’s response;

the name and address of the respondent;

the name, address and telephone number of the respondent’s contact;
the date; and

the RFI number.

Numbering System: Respondents are requested to prepare their response using a
numbering system corresponding to the one in this RFI. All references to descriptive material,
technical manuals and brochures included as part of the response should be referenced
accordingly.

Number of Copies: Canada requests that respondents submit one electronic copy in PDF
format of their response.
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11.Submission of Responses

a) Time and Place for Submission of Responses: Respondents should send responses via e-
mail to erik.martin@pwgsc-tpsgc.gc.ca by the RFI closing date, June 30, 2022.

b) Maximum size per e-mail: Please note that PSPC’s network cannot receive e-mails larger
than 5 MB (including attachments). Respondents might have to separate their response into
multiple e-mails and/or compress (.zip) the files before sending. Respondents should advise
the Contracting Officer if they intend to send their response through multiple e-mails.

c) Responsibility for Timely Delivery: Each respondent is solely responsible for ensuring its
response is delivered on time to the correct address.
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Annex A - Vessel Operational Information
1. Scope

Canada is seeking information related to chartering an Interim Science Vessel to conduct scientific
hydrographic and oceanographic work in Canada’s east coast.

The anticipated provision of service duration is notionally over a 3-year period with a potential
requirement for option years that could be exercised for services extending up to 5 years in total (to
understand the cost dynamics of longer service durations). The provision of service options could be
continuous/ongoing or they could be for short-term periods provided via a daily rate or other costing
mechanism.

2. Area of Operations

The Vessel will be stationed at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. The
area of operation for the vessel will include, but is not limited to, the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of St-
Lawrence, and the southern Arctic region during the spring and summer.

3. Missions

The Interim Science Vessel may be required for several types of hydrographic and oceanographic
science missions within Canada’s sub-Arctic exclusive economic zone in the Atlantic Ocean. The
missions may include but are not limited to the following:

Mission Description

Atlantic Zonal Off-Shelf Monitoring Program Program implemented by DFO to collect and
analyze biological, chemical and physical
oceanographic field data.

Natural Resources Canada Coring and Marine geological research of seabed mapping
Geophysics using sonars and seismic reflection methods and
seafloor sampling using various sampling tools.

Benthic Survey To support the protection of existing marine
protected areas.

North Atlantic Right Whale Monitoring and | Cetacean monitoring throughout the year to better
Mooring Operations understand the habitat and assess threats in our
waters for species at risk.

Center for Offshore Oil and Gas Energy | DFO mandates to protect the health of the
Research oceans, as part of the Oceans Protection Plan
(OPP), from pollutants and measure ocean
pollutants already existing in marine waters (e.g.
hydrocarbons, microplastics, etc.)
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