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RETURN BIDS TO:
RETOURNER LES SOUMISSIONS À:
Bid Receiving - PWGSC / Réception des soumissions -
TPSGC
11 Laurier St. / 11, rue Laurier
Place du Portage , Phase III
Core 0B2 / Noyau 0B2
Gatineau
Québec
K1A 0S5
Bid Fax: (819) 997-9776 CCC No./N° CCC - FMS No./N° VME

SOLICITATION AMENDMENT
MODIFICATION DE L'INVITATION

� Destination: Other-Autre:

FAX No. - N° de FAX
(   )    -

Issuing Office - Bureau de distribution
Information Security and Electronic Warfare Major
Proj/Division de la sécurité de l'information et de la
guerre
11 Laurier St. / 11, rue Laurier
8C2, Place du Portage
Gatineau
Québec
K1A 0S5

indicated, all other terms and conditions of the Solicitation
The referenced document is hereby revised; unless otherwise

remain the same.

les modalités de l'invitation demeurent les mêmes.
Ce document est par la présente révisé; sauf indication contraire,

Instructions:  Voir aux présentes

Instructions:  See Herein
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ITQ AMENDMENT 001 
 
ITQ Amendment No. 001 is being issued to address the following: 
 
A) Publish Questions and Answers submitted by Respondents during the ITQ publication.  
 
*********** 
A) Questions and Answers 
 

Question 
Number 

Question Answer 

 
001 

 
Will Canada grant a request to extend the current 
Invitation to Qualify (ITQ) closing date beyond January 
10th, 2024 deadline? Due to the upcoming holiday 
season and associated vacation time for our teams, 
we would like to request that Canada provide a multi-
week extension to fully prepare a response to the ITQ 
and to provide Canada with the best solution.  
 

 
The Invitation to Qualify (ITQ) closing date has been 
extended. Please reference the front page of this 
amendment and the associated Notice of Proposed 
Procurement (NPP). 
 
Any additional requests will be considered on a case 
to case basis depending on the rationale of the 
request, length of extension requested, and 
operational impacts. 
 

 
002 

 
The ITQ includes the 2003 (2023-06-08) Standard 
Instructions – Good or Services – Competitive 
Requirements, and the term Respondent has the 
meaning of bidder pursuant to section 2.1 of the RFP 
(reproduced below) – so the term Respondent has the 
definition of bidder in the 2003 Standard Instructions:  
 
"Bidder" means the person or entity (or, in the case of 
a joint venture, the persons or entities) submitting a 
bid to perform a contract for goods, services or both. It 
does not include the parent, subsidiaries or other 
affiliates of the Bidder, or its subcontractors. 

 
Given the Mandatory experience being sought via 
qualifying Five Eyes (FVEY) countries requires a 
Respondent to rely on an affiliate’s experience (e.g., 
M1C). Would PSPC consider amending the ITQ to 
allow a respondent to rely on affiliates experience in 
response to a corporate mandatory requirement? In 
other words, as a multi-national corporation with fully 
integrated affiliates, the local affiliate in one of the 
other FVEY would have been the prime/contractor and 
hold the relevant experience.  The Canadian affiliate 
would not have been the prime contractor to a foreign 
country.  But, the definition of Bidder/Respondent 
does not actually allow us to rely on such experience 
permitted to be provided under certain mandatory 
requirements such as M1C). 

 
As per Annex G – Evaluation Criteria, Section 1.4 – 
Respondent Stipulations of the ITQ, “A Respondent 
is permitted to demonstrate their capability as a sole 
entity, a Joint Venture or in a combination with a 
company affiliate (i.e. Company ABC – USA and 
Company ABC – Canada).  
 
It is therefore already permitted for a Respondent to 
rely on a company affiliate’s experience in order to 
demonstrate compliance with mandatory technical 
evaluation criteria.  
 
The Standard Instructions refer to who can be a 
Respondent (Bidder), not how mandatory technical 
evaluation criteria will be assessed. 
 

 

 
**************** 

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN UNCHANGED 


